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Despite the snow falling outside (April 4), a 
few hardy daffodils are blooming in my 
yard and I’ve heard rumors that the cherry 

trees in Washington, DC are in full bloom. Yes, spring 
will arrive in the Northeast, have patience. The snow 
brings back memories of our most recent, highly 
successful meeting at the Cambridge Marriot. Scott 
Glenn’s arrangements with the hotel worked out superbly 
and Tim Dutt organized a well-rounded program. Tim 
and his section chairs worked hard and increased the 
numbers of oral presentations and posters, compared to 
preceeding years. Although overall attendance was down 
slightly from 2003, 97% of our total membership 
attended the meeting. We had 13 oral sessions with 109 
presentations and 31 posters. Both the Microstegium 
workshop and the General Symposium drew large 
numbers of people, evidence of their relevance to the 
membership. The symposium, “Weed Management in 
the Future”, featured seven speakers, each highly 
competent in their fields, and provided a much-needed 
synopsis of how different aspects of weed science will 
impact future research. 

We appreciate the continued participation of the 
Northeast Region American Society of Horticultural 
Science. They will be joining us again in 2005 in 
Washington, D.C., but have other plans for 2006.  In that 
year, we will be joined by the Northeastern Aquatic 
Plant Management Association.  NEWSS continues to 
seek partnering opportunities with other groups as this 
enables us to negotiate better convention prices. 

Thanks to the combined efforts of our Public Relations 
Representative, Brent Lackey, and our Webmaster, 
Shawn Askew, we have made the transition to electronic 
newsletters, title, and abstract submissions.  We should 
have all the ‘glitches’ fixed before the next time we 
prepare to meet.   

Carrie Judge, our graduate student representative, 
arranged a successful social mixer that was appreciated 
by the students that attended the Cambridge meeting.  
We have 34 student members and it is important to 
identify aspects of our discipline that are of particular 
interest to them. Carrie served the Society’s students 
well during her tenure and she has passed the 
responsibility on to another highly motivated student, 
Jacob Barney.   

Dr. David Monks, NCSU, will host the NEWSS 
Collegiate Weed Contest in Raleigh, NC. The contest will 
be held on July 27, and the possibility of touring the 
industry research centers of Syngenta, BASF, and 
DuPont are being explored. I encourage all students to 
participate in the contest as it is both a great learning 
experience and an opportunity to interact with students 
and weed scientists from different universities. The event 
promises to be challenging and fun. For more 
information about the contest, visit the NEWSS web site: 
www.newss.net. 

Next January, 2005, we will be meeting at the 
Capital Hilton in Washington, D.C., only a couple of 
blocks from the White House. The conference space and 
rooms are excellent and Bill Curran is already well on his 
way to developing a multi-faceted Symposium focused 
on herbicide resistance. There will be additional 
workshops on topics of interest that are expected to draw 
participation from the larger government community. I 
encourage you all to begin planning now to attend and 
participate in the DC meeting!       

http://www.newss.net/
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Monsanto Company 
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E-mail: timothy.e.dutt@monsanto.com 
 
 
Vice-President:  William S. Curran 
The Pennsylvania State University 
Department of Agronomy 
409 ASI Bldg., University Park, PA 16802 
E-mail: wcurran@psu.edu 
 
 
Past President:  D. Scott Glenn 
University of Maryland, Dept. of Natural Resources 
0115 H. J. Patterson Hall, College Park, MD 20742 
Phone: 301-405-1331 / Fax: 301-314-9041 
E-mail: dg11@umail.umd.edu 
 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Brian S. Manley 
Syngenta Crop Protection 
67 Pinewood Road, Hudson, NY 12534 
Phone: 518-851-2122 / Fax: 518-851-9790 
Email: brian.manley@syngenta.com 

 
Editor:  Hilary A. Sandler 
University of Massachusetts, Cranberry Res. Stn. 
P.O. Box 56, East Wareham, MA 02538 
Phone: 508-295-2212 / Fax:  
E-mail: hsandler@umext.umass.edu 
 
 
Legislative Committee Chair:  Daniel L. Kunkel 
IR-4 HQ,  Rutgers University 
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The 2004 NEWSS Executive Committee: (front row, l to r) Bill Curran, Brian Manley, Robin Bellinder, 
Tim Dutt, Bob Sweet, Scott Glenn; (back row, l to r) Hilary Sandler, Dan Kunkel, Susan Rick, Art Gover,  
Brent Lackey, Jacob Barney, Jeff Derr. 
 
 

2004 NEWSS Committees 
 
Awards committee:  Scott Glenn (Chair), Dave 
Mayonado, Jeff Derr, Brian Olson, Rich Bonanno 
 
Nominating Committee:  Rick Schmenk (Chair), John 
Jemison, Tracey Harpster, Jack Dobson, Dave Johnson 
 
Resolutions Committee:  Chris Becker (Chair), Paul 
David, Russ Hahn 
 
Other Committee Chairs: 
Past Presidents Committee:  Jim Parachetti 

 
Student Paper Contest Committee:  Brian Olson 

 
Photo Contest Committee:  Grant Jordan 

 
Collegiate Weed Contest Host:  Dave Monks 
 
Herbicide Resistant Plants Committee:  Mark VanGessel 

 

Articles for the NEWSS News 
 
Brent Lackey 
Public Relations 
 
The Executive Committee certainly 
appreciates everyone's patience during 
our transition into the electronic realm for 
communicating society news and 

managing annual meeting information. The "glitches" 
have always been manageable, but now they have 
become minimal. We can publish more material, make it 
available more quickly, enjoy color photos, and make use 
of hyperlinks, all while saving more than $800.00 per 
issue. And behind the scenes, Shawn Askew has 
constructed a fully functional and flexible membership 
database that will benefit the entire membership through 
improved efficiency. For future newsletters, please send 
articles via e-mail to Brent Lackey 
(brent.lackey@syngenta.com), or by facsimile (336-
632-6021).

mailto:brent.lackey@syngenta.com
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Program Committee for the  
2005 Annual Meeting 

 
Bill Curran 
NEWSS Vice President 
 
We are actively working on the 2005 program 
for Washington DC.  The following individuals 
serve as Section Chair or Chair-Elect. If you 
have ideas and energy for symposia, 
workshops, or other activities, please contact 

the appropriate individual and express your interest. 
 

Program Chair (2005 meeting): Bill Curran  
 
Agronomy 
Section Chair: Sandra Shinn 
   Syngenta Crop Protection 
   67 Pinewood Road 
   Hudson, NY 12534 
   518-851-2122 
   Sandra.shinn@syngenta.com 
 
Chair-Elect:    Hiwot Menbere 
   University of Maryland 
   1112 H. J. Patterson Hall 
   College Park, MD 20742 
   301-405-1334 
   hm22@umail.umd.edu 

Conservation, Forestry, and Industrial 
Section Chair: Todd Mervosh 
   Connecticut A.E.S. 
   P.O. Box 248 
   Windsor, CT 06095 
   860-683-4984 
   todd.mervosh@po.state.ct.us 
 
Chair-Elect: Rick Iverson 
   FMC Corporation 
   1735 Market Street 
   Philadelphia, PA 19103 
   215-299-6656 
   rick_Iverson@fmc.com 

Ornamentals 
Section Chair: Annamarie Pennucci 
   Northeast T&O Research 
   4 Englewood Drive 
   Raymond, NH 03077 
   603-895-8480 
 
Chair-Elect: Robert Richardson 
   Michigan State University 
   Horticulture Department 
   East Lansing, MI 48824 
   517-980-2807 
   richa462@mus.edu 

Posters 
Section Chair: John Jemison 
   University of Maine 
   495 College Avenue 
   Orono, ME 04473-1294 
   207-581-3241 
   jjemison@umext.maine.edu 
 
Chair-Elect: Steve King 
   Virginia Tech University 
   Glade Road Res. Center 
   Blacksburg, VA 24061 
   540-231-2463 
   stking4@vt.edu 

Turfgrass and Plant Growth Regulators 
Section Chair: Pete Dernoeden 
   University of Maryland 
   1112 H. J. Petersen Hall 
   College Park, MD 20742 
   301-405-1337 
   pdg@umail.umd.edu 
 
Chair-Elect: Mike Fidanza 
   Penn State University – Berks Campus 
   Tulpehocken Road 
   Reading, PA 19610 
   610-396-6330 
   maf100@psu.edu 
 
Vegetables and Fruit 
Section Chair: Marija Arsenovic 
   IR-4 Project 
   Rutgers University 
   601 US Highway #1 South 
   North Brunswick, NJ 08902-3390 
   732-932-9575 
   arsenovic@actb.rutgers.edu 
 
Chair-Elect: Chris Becker 
   BAAR Scientific LLC 
   6374 Rt. 89 
   Romulus, NY 14541 
   Becker89@fltg.net 

Weed Biology and Ecology  
Section Chair: Hilary Sandler 
   University of Massachusetts 
   P.O. Box 56, East Wareham, MA 02538 

508-295-2212 
hsandler@umext.umass.edu 

 
Chair-Elect: Eric Gallandt 
   University of Maine 
   495 College Avenue 
   Orono, ME 04473-1294 
   207-581-3241 
   gallandt@maine.edu 
 

mailto:Sandra.shinn@syngenta.com
mailto:hm22@umail.umd.edu
mailto:todd.mervosh@po.state.ct.us
mailto:rick_Iverson@fmc.com
mailto:richa462@mus.edu
mailto:jjemison@umext.maine.edu
mailto:stking4@vt.edu
mailto:pdg@umail.umd.edu
mailto:maf100@psu.edu
mailto:arsenovic@actb.rutgers.edu
mailto:Becker89@fltg.net
mailto:mjv@udel.edu
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Annual Meeting Stats 
 

Brian Manley 
Secretary/Treasurer ian  
 
At the 58th annual meeting in Cambridge, 
MA, there were 202 people in attendance. 
 This included 14 distinguished members, 

135 regular members, 34 student members, 2 retired 
members, 8 invited speakers, and 8 individuals who 
signed up only for the Microstegium workshop. This is 
down slightly from 2003 when 216 people attended the 
57th annual meeting. We currently have 190 members, 
including 138 regular members, 15 distinguished 
members, 34 student members, and 2 retired members. 
 This compares to 223 members at this time in 2003 and 
186 members in 2002. The society continues to be in 
good financial standing, and the executive committee 
would like to thank you for your continued support.  

If you were unable to attend the 2004 meeting in 
Cambridge, but would like to maintain your membership 
for 2004, you still have an opportunity to do so. The 
membership fee, without attending the annual meeting, is 
$30.00. To update your membership, please download a 
registration form from the NEWSS web site, fill it out, 
and mail it to me at the address below. If you are unable 
to get the registration form, please contact me and I will 
get one to you. If you have any questions or concerns 
about secretary- or treasurer-related activities, please do 
not hesitate to contact Brian Manley at: 
 
67 Pinewood Road  
Hudson, NY 12534 
(518)851-2122 
brian.manley@syngenta.com 
 
 

Graduate Student Report 
 

Jacob Barney 
Graduate Student Rep 
 
The 58th Annual NEWSS Meeting was 
successful and had strong graduate 
student attendance with 18 paper 

presentations entered into the student competition and 
several posters. Student paper entries continues to rise 
annually with students receiving room reimbursement 
(50%), potential cash prizes, and critical feedback on 
both scientific merit and presentation skills. 

This years meeting saw the transition of several 
Executive Committee members, including myself as your 
graduate student representative, succeeding Carrie 
Judge.  Carrie set the bar high by organizing informative 
grad student mixers at the annual meetings, updating the 
student contact list, and arranging visits to industry sites 
during the collegiate weed contest. The recent grad 

student mixer in Cambridge was attended by both 
NEWSS and NE-ASHS students, (accomplished by 
scheduling the event a day later than usual.) Our 
presenters were Dr. Brian Manley, located at the Eastern 
Regional Technical Center for Syngenta Crop Protection, 
Inc. and Dr. Justine Van den Heuvel, Assistant Professor 
at the University of Massachusetts Cranberry Experiment 
Station. The speakers gave inspirational and informative 
presentations on attaining jobs in the industry and 
academia, respectively. We would like to thank our 
speakers again for providing their insight to the soon-to-
be-employed graduate student body. 

The annual NEWSS Collegiate Weed Contest, 
scheduled for July 27, 2004, will be hosted by North 
Carolina State University (Raleigh, NC) and coordinated 
by Dr. David Monks (david_monks@ncsu.edu) and Dr. 
John Wilcut (john_wilcut@ncsu.edu). This annual weed 
contest tests skills in weed identification, herbicide 
symptomology, sprayer calibration, and role playing to 
ascertain grower problems. The contest is both a 
learning experience and a good time.  This year I hope to 
coordinate a tour for  contestants of a neighboring 
industrial facility for.  Hope to see you there! 

Please contact me if you have any questions 
concerning items mentioned above, or other topics you 
want voiced to the Executive Committee at 
jnb22@cornell.edu. 
 
 

Sustaining Membership Report 
 

Susan Rick 
Sustaining Membership 
 
The Executive Committee wishes to thank 
the following companies for their generous 
sponsorship of the coffee breaks during 

the 58th Annual Meeting:  BASF, Dow AGroSciences, 
DuPont, FMC Corp, Monsanto, and Syngenta. The NEWSS 
currently enjoys the participation of 16 sustaining members, 
and to all of you our gratitude for your continuing support. 
Any organization interested in becoming a sustaining 
member of the Society, please visit the NEWSS web site, 
or contact Susan Rick or Brian Manley (contact 
information on page 2 of this newsletter). 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.newss.org/
mailto:brian.manley@syngenta.com
mailto:david_monks@ncsu.edu
mailto:john_wilcut@ncsu.edu
mailto:jnb22@cornell.edu
http://www.newss.org/
mailto:susan.k.rick@usa.dupont.com
mailto:brian.manley@syngenta.com


 6 

2004 NEWSS Award Winners 
 

Contest Place Name Title Affiliation 
Student 
Paper 

First Whitnee Barker Prevention and Remedial 
Treatments for Injury in Mower 
Tracks Caused by Dislodged 
Rimsulfuron.  W.L. Barker, S. D. 
Askew, and J.B. Beam 

Virginia Tech 

 Second Carrie Judge Japanese Stiltgrass Seed 
Dormancy Characteristics and 
Germination Requirements.  C. A. 
Judge and J. Neal. 

North Carolina 
State University 

 Third Erin Haramoto How do Brassica Cover Crop 
Residues Help Manage Weeds?  
Effects on Seedling Recruitment 
and Plant Growth.  E. R. Haramoto, 
E. Gallandt, and T. Molloy 

Univ. of Maine 

Poster First Larissa Smith Biology of the Invasive Plant Pale 
Swallow-Wort.  L. Smith, S. 
Greipsson, and A. DiTommaso 

Cornell University 

 Second Andrew Senesac Evaluating Perennial 
Groundcovers for Weed 
Suppression:  Roadside Trials and 
Demonstrations.  A. F. Senesac, I. 
Tsontakis-Bradley, J. Allaire, and 
L. Weston 

Cornell University 

Photo First Zak Skibo Malva moschata (Musk Mallow) 
Flower close up 

Univ. of Delaware 

 Second John Kaminski Close up of seed head with field 
background 

Univ. of Maryland 

 Third Rakesh Chandran Teasel w/ bee on front West Virginia Univ. 
 
  

Legislative Report 
 

Dan Kunkel 
Legislative Committee 
 
Pesticide Registration Improvement 
Act of 2004 (PRIA), EPA’s “Fees for 
Service Law”: After so much discussion 

in 2003 and so much work by Crop Life America and a 
coalition of various groups, the “Fees For Service” bill,  
known as the Pesticide Registration Improvement Act of 
2004 (PRIA) was signed into law on January 23, 2004.  
PRIA prescribes pesticide registration fee amounts for 
registration actions specifies review times for each 
category. Provisions of PRIA go into effect on March 23, 
2004. EPA also published a notice in the Federal 
Register, to outline the fees and decision time review 
periods established by PRIA.  
 
Some provisions of the fee program include: 
 

!"EPA will still provide shorter decision time  

 
!"review periods for reduced-risk actions 
!"Fee waivers for new registration actions 

submitted solely in connection with tolerance 
petitions received from the IR-4 program 

!"Fee waivers or fee reductions for some minor 
use actions and applications submitted by small 
businesses 

!"Fees range from $475,000 for a new 
conventional active ingredient to $50,000 for a 
new use of an already-registered active 
ingredient to the minimum fee of $1,000 for 
some amendments 

!"Providing funding to ensure that the tolerance 
reassessment and re-registration deadlines will 
continue to be met 

!"Set-asides for worker protection and new inert 
ingredient review activities 

!"EPA will retain base funding from FY 2002 
levels throughout the program 

 
PRIA should hold significant potential for increased 
pesticide registration program efficiencies including more 
predictability and increased accountability in registration 
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decisions, and funding stability as a result this legislation 
will lead to more pesticide registration decisions being 
made in a more expeditious time frame.  For further 
information, visit the EPA “fees” website at:  
www.epa.gov/pesticides/fees or send an e-mail to: 
service.fees@epa.gov. 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).  EPA has been sued 
on several occasions for not implementing the provisions 
of the ESA. Under the Endangered Species Act, EPA 
must "consult" with the Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service when they register 
pesticides to ensure that the registration will not 
jeopardize the continued existence of threatened or 
endangered species or result in the destruction or 
adverse modification of critical habitats. Thus, EPA along 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) are 
preparing counterpart measures on the regulations to 
avoid further court battles.  Counterpart regulations are 
intended to provide flexibility in the ways that a federal 
agency may meet its obligations under the ESA.  They 
will be creating procedures to address the requirements 
in section 7 of ESA to provide a consultation process.  
The U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) and the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries), 
after coordination with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), will propose joint counterpart regulations for 
consultation.  WSSA’s Director of Science Policy, 
Activities Rob Hedburg will be drafting comments for 
consideration by the Fish and Wildlife Service on behalf 
of WSSA.  For further information contact Rob Hedberg 
at robhedberg@erols.com. 
 
 

Washington Report 
 

Rob Hedberg 
Director of Science Policy 

 
National Invasive Weed Awareness Week, NIWAW 5 
The dust has settled on another successful National 
Invasive Weed Awareness Week.  The event continues 
to grow in numbers, content, importance and 
accomplishments.  Many, many people deserve credit for 
this success, whether for helping to plan the many details 
and arrangements, for traveling to Washington to 
participate in the week or by contributing financially.  
While meetings with legislators and policy makers are a 
key component of the week, we should not overlook the 
value of “weed folks” meeting and working with each 
other. 

For those of you inclined to look at the numbers we 
had 132 people from 33 states and Washington, DC 
register for the week this year.  (By comparison we had 

110 people from 28 states last year.)  Equally impressive 
is the fact that the registrants listed 65 different 
organizations as their primary affiliation.  This week has 
become an event where many different people and 
organizations with many different perspectives meet and 
work together for improved weed management. 

Several things went very well this year including very 
senior political appointee participation (Deputy Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary and Agency Administrator level) for 
the USDA and USDI Briefings.  Our exhibits at the United 
States Botanical Garden had excellent exposure due to a 
simultaneous orchid exhibit and approximately 10,000 
people from the general public saw our displays.  A new 
addition this year was Kids Day, co-sponsored with the 
Botanical Gardens, which attracted over 500 children in a 
single afternoon.          

I cannot summarize everything that was 
accomplished this year but there have been phenomenal 
improvements in the attention weed issues now receive 
at the national level.  I am most pleased to hear agencies 
in both the United States Department of Agriculture and 
the United States Department of the Interior express 
strong commitment to pursuing additional weed science 
technical training for their employees.  Several stated 
they will pursue the possibility of adding a Weed 
Specialist job classification to their roster of professional 
positions. 
 
National Research Initiative Guidance 
Member input was collected and reviewed by the WSSA 
Research and Competitive Grants Committee in 
response to member concerns about the priorities and 
focus of the Weedy and Invasive Species Program within 
the National Research Initiative (NRI),.  These comments 
were used to prepare guidance to the NRI program staff 
to highlight areas where members feel renewed 
emphasis is needed.  The major concern expressed was 
that research on economically significant weeds within 
mainstream agronomic and horticultural cropping 
systems must not be overlooked while so much attention 
is focused on invasive weeds in natural areas. 

In addition the Research Committee, chaired by Bill 
Molin, decided to prepare a list of WSSA members who 
have served as NRI panel managers or who have been 
successful recipients of NRI competitive grants in the 
past.  This list will be made available to members in 
order to provide a source of guidance as people prepare 
these substantial grant applications.  One helpful hint 
that surfaced during the Research Committee meeting 
was that although the success rate for initial applications 
is relatively low, the success rate for revised and 
resubmitted applications is approaching 50%.  (If at first 
you don’t succeed, try, try, try, again) If you would like to 
receive a copy of this list or the WSSA comments on NRI 
priorities please contact Bill Molin or me. 

 
Salt Cedar Legislation  
New legislation targeted to management of salt cedar, or 
tamarisk, is on a fast track for passage before the 108th 

http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/fees
mailto:service.fees@epa.gov
mailto:robhedberg@erols.com
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session of Congress adjourns this autumn.  There are 
two bills, (H.R. 2707 in the House and S. 1516 in the 
Senate) that both go by the name “Salt Cedar and 
Russian Olive Control Demonstration Act”. The primary 
proponents of the House bill are Congressmen Steve 
Pearce (R-NM) and Charles Stenholm (D-TX).  The 
primary proponent of the Senate bill is Senator Pete 
Domenici (R-NM). 

The House Bill was passed on Tuesday, Febraury, 
24 and has been referred to the Senate for 
consideration. The Senate bill was originally referred to 
the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, 
Subcommittee on Water and Power that held a hearing 
on the bill on September 23, 2003 (Senate Hearing 108-
211). The bill was subsequently amended and referred 
out of the full Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
on February 11, 2004.  Action on the bill will now be up to 
the Senate, but cooperation between the two houses is 
anticipated. 

The impetus for this legislation is water, not weeds.  
As the Southwestern United States is caught in severe 
drought conditions, salt cedar has been identified as one 
culprit that is wasting water that would otherwise be 
allocated to development, agriculture and endangered 
species protection.  Although the problem has been 
identified, the solution is more elusive and this legislation 
is intended to provide hard facts.  There are many 
questions about which control and restoration measures 
are most appropriate.  What vegetative cover will 
constitute a stable and desirable endpoint?  What interim 
erosion and fire control precautions are needed? How 
much “new” water will control measures yield?  Who can 
provide the necessary technical expertise? And of 
course, how much will this cost and who is going to pay 
for it all? 

At this writing, there is strong support for these bills 
that would authorize up to $20,000,000 per year to 
support these demonstration and fact-finding efforts but 
there are several differences to work out between the 
bills. Probably the most ticklish issue to be resolved will 
be what agency in which Department (Agriculture or 
Interior) has the lead implementation role. This will in turn 
determine which Appropriations Subcommittees will be 
looked to for the subsequent funding. 
 
Salt Cedar Conference 
In parallel with the salt cedar legislation (above) an 
important conference has been scheduled for March 31-
April 2 in Albuquerque, NM by National Invasive Species 
Council along with several other federal and non-federal 
partners.  The objectives of this meeting are to bring all 
of the necessary partners together to set the stage for a 
strategic framework that supports a coordinated regional 
approach.  A number of weed scientists have been 
asked to review the agenda and/or have been invited to 
participate in this meeting that has potential to shape salt 
cedar management for many years to come.   
 

Due to the good efforts of Alex Ogg and Phil Westra 

the Albuquerque conference will be just three weeks 
after the Salt Cedar Symposium they have organized for 
the Western Society of Weed Science (WSWS) annual 
meeting in Colorado Springs.  The WSWS symposium 
will have the weed science community well prepared to 
define our understanding of salt cedar management and 
the research gaps that limit our progress. 
 
Harmful Weed Control Act 
The other important weed legislation that is still in play is 
S.144/ H.R. 119, known as the Harmful Weed Control 
Act of 2003. These bills would authorize up to 
$100,000,000 per year to be awarded to states for cost 
sharing on non-agricultural weed management projects.  
The bills parallel legislation introduced in both the Senate 
and the House (S.198 and H.R. 1462) in 2001 during the 
107th session of Congress but which did not reach final 
passage before that session of Congress was adjourned. 

Both a Senate and House version of the bills (S. 
144 and H.R. 119) were reintroduced in 2003, in the 
early days of current 108th Congress.  The Senate bill 
sailed to rapid passage in early March and was 
subsequently referred to the House.  Unfortunately, the 
House Resources Committee, chaired by Richard 
Pombo (R-CA) has not yet taken up this legislation and 
no further action will be possible until it is referred out of 
this committee. At this writing there has been 
considerable interest expressed in the bill both by 
NIWAW 5 participants and other interested groups and 
people hope the Resources Committee will act on the 
legislation in time for the bill to pass before this session 
of Congress adjourns.  

Please feel free to contact me at 
robhedberg@erols.com or (202)-408-5388 with any 
comments or questions.  
 

 
60th Annual Meeting plans in 2006 

 
Tim Dutt 
NEWSS President - Elect 
 
Plans are beginning with site selection for 
the 60th annual meeting. Agreement was 
reached to meet jointly in 2006 with the 

Northeast Aquatic Plant Management Society 
(NEAPMS). We will not be meeting with the Northeast 
American Society of Horticultural Science (NEASHS) 
group in 2006. The NEAPMS has an annual meeting 
attendance of about 120-140 members. The NEWSS 
and NEAPMS have many similar interests which should 
lead to some joint sessions and good discussion and 
interaction at the meeting. We will be meeting on the 
dates of January 3 - 6, 2006, and are currently looking at 
potential hotels and facilities in Providence, RI as the site 
for the meeting. If you have any input or comments on 
the 60th annual meeting plans, please pass them along to 
members of the Executive Committee.

mailto:robhedberg@erols.com
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Awards at the 58th Annual Meeting 
 

 
  Ben Coffman (l) receives the Distinquished  
  Member Award from Dave Mayonado. 

 

 
   Joe Neal (r) receives the Distinquished 

     Member Award. 
 

 
 Ed Beste (r) receives the Award of Merit. 

 

 
     Jim Graham (r) receives the Distinquished 
     Member Award. 
 

 
Bill Curran (r) receives the Outstanding Educator 
Award. 

 

 
Mark VanGessel (r) receives the Outstanding   
Researcher Award. 
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Awards Chairman Calls for 
Nominees 

 
Scott Glenn 
Past President 
 
This is the first call for nominations for the 
following NEWSS awards: 
 
Distinguished Member Award 
Award of Merit 
Outstanding Educator 
Outstanding Researcher 

 
Nominations are due in September 2004, so this is a 
good time to consider nominees for these awards. 
Please send nominations to Scott Glenn, Awards 
Committee Chairman.  

 
 
Call for Vice-President  Nominations 

 
The Executive Committee is requesting suggestions 

from the membership for nominations for the office of 
NEWSS Vice President. The Vice President serves as 
chairperson of the program committee and automatically 
succeeds to the office of President Elect. By general rule 
the Vice President at the 2005 meeting should be 
selected from members who are employed in the private 
sector (industry, consulting firm, etc.). Nominations 
should be sent to the chairman of the nominating 
committee: 
  

Rick Schmenk 
  Syngenta Crop Protection 
  111 Tilghman Neck Road 
  Centreville, MD 21617-1811 
  Phone: (443) 262-9962 
  Email: rick.schmenk@syngenta.com 
 
 

New Committee for NEWSS 
 

Mark VanGessel, Chair 
Herbicide-Resistant Plant Committee 
 
The NEWSS discussed and decided to 
form the NEWSS Committee for 
Herbicide-Resistant Plants.   
What role can an Herbicide-Resistant 

Plant Committee play for NEWSS?  First and foremost, it 
raises the concerns and issues associated with herbicide 
resistant plants, and acknowledge that NEWSS as a 
professional society feels this is an issue that needs to 
be addressed. WSSA and at least two of the regional 
societies have a committee on herbicide-resistant 

weeds/plants. 
WSSA and the regional societies have 

representation on the North American Herbicide 
Resistance Action Committee (NA-HRAC). In the past 
few years Dr. Wilson has been attending these meetings 
during WSSA meeting to provide a viewpoint from the 
northeast region. This would now provide a formal link 
between HRAC and NEWSS. 

A representative of this committee should be a 
current member of the WSSA Herbicide Resistant plant 
committee. This would provide a direct (and formal) 
linkage with the national weed science society.   

Also, this committee could work with Ian Heap’s 
database on resistant weeds to ensure that it is updated 
annually for the northeast region.  Also, this committee 
could develop (or assist with developing) workshops or 
presentation for the NEWSS annual meeting. Possible 
other activity is developing regional extension materials 
for herbicide-resistant weeds. During the discussions it 
was suggested that this committee include university and 
industry representation.  

 
The proposed mission of the Herbicide-Resistant 

Plant Committee of NEWSS would be to heighten the 
awareness of NEWSS members to the issues 
associated with herbicide-resistant plants (focusing on 
herbicide-resistant weeds) and provide a regional 
perspective on these issues at national forums.   

Actions or activities that may help achieve this 
mission may include: 
 

1. Represent NEWSS at Herbicide Resistant Action 
Committee and WSSA Herbicide Resistant Plant 
Committee and report to the EC and general 
membership through the newsletter. 

2. Strive to maintain a current listing of herbicide-
resistant weeds in the northeastern United 
States via an annual request for updated 
information from appropriate sources. This 
information would be included in the web site 
maintained by Dr. Heap on world-wide 
occurrence of herbicide-resistant weeds. 

3. Develop (or assist in developing) workshops or 
presentations on this topic for NEWSS meetings. 

4. Explore the possibility of developing outreach 
materials that address various issues associated 
with herbicide-resistant weeds. 

5. Serve the NEWSS society at the discretion of the 
Executive Committee. 

 
Current members are Mark VanGessel (University of 

Delaware), Russ Hahn (Cornell University), Henry Wilson 
(Virginia Tech), David Vitolo (Syngenta Crop Protection), 
and Brian Olson (Dow Agro Sciences). 
 

If you have any comments or issues, please feel free 
to contact any of the committee members. 

 

mailto:rick.schmenk@syngenta.com
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New Weed ID Guide Available 
 

Antonio DiTommaso (Cornell University) & 
Alan K. Watson (McGill University) 
 

 
NEW WEED IDENTIFICATION GUIDE 

 NOW AVAILABLE!!!!!. 

Cost is  ($49.95 CDN) plus shipping and handling. 
(Approx. $40 US). There will be a 10% discount on all 
orders of 10 copies or more.  

Order form located at the end of this newsletter. 

Weed Identification, Biology and Management was 
originally developed for use by students in the Weed 
Biology and Control undergraduate course at McGill 
University to assist them to gain knowledge of, and to 
recognize important agricultural, environmental and 
urban weeds. Over 100 weed species are treated in this 
two-volume set CD. Information on nomenclature, 
distribution, habitats, morphology, life history, biology, 
and management options are provided for each weed 
species. With the click of a button, detailed, high quality 
photographs of the seed, seedling, juvenile plant, 
flowering plant, flower close-up, in situ field and special 
features accompany each weed entry. The weed species 
are arranged alphabetically by Latin name (Genus and 
species). Weeds from A to L are in Volume 1, while 
weeds from M to Z are in Volume 2. Weeds are also 
indexed by plant family, by common name, and by 
attributes including flower color, seedling morphology 
and a vegetative key for common grass weeds. An 
illustrated glossary aid the user to understand technical 
terms and a Reference and Selected Readings section 
provides additional sources of information.This 
English/French two-CD set is ideal for students, 
agricultural professionals, gardeners, naturalists, 
ecologists and anyone interested to learn more about the 
plants that we often find offensive. Over 100 weed 
species commonly encountered in our environment are 
described and illustrated. 
We hope this CD package helps you learn more 
about these often strikingly beautiful plants, which at 
times interfere with our activities.  

NEWSS Archives 
 

Scott Glenn 
Past President 
 
The Past President will compile 
information from the previous year for the 
NEWSS archives. If you have articles, 

pictures, or other items for the NEWSS archives, send 
them to Scott Glenn, 0115 H. J. Patterson Hall, NRSL 
Dept., University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742. 
 
 

WSSA Report 
 

Jeff Derr 
WSSA Representative 
 
WSSA activities:  
There were approximately 550 in 
attendance at the Kansas City meeting 
with about 30 in the invasives workshop. 

Awards presented in Kansas City were:  Peter Dotray at 
Texas Tech was awarded the Outstanding Young Weed 
Scientist; Outstanding Research award to John 
O’Donovan, Alberta Research Council; Outstanding 
Extension Award to Neil Rhodes, Univ. Tennessee; 
Outstanding Industry award to Phil Banks, Marathon 
Consulting; Outstanding Teacher to Bruce Maxwell, 
Montana State;  Outstanding Graduate Student to Ian 
Cristofer Burke, North Carolina State.   Outstanding 
paper in Weed Science was awarded to Marisha 
Stanislaus and C. Cheng, Univ. Iowa while the 
Outstanding paper in Weed Technology was awarded to 
Hugh Beckie and K. Kirkland, Saskatoon, Canada.  
Honorary member was Aldo Alves from Brazil.  New 
WSSA fellows were: Barry Brecke, Univ. Florida, James 
Griffin, LSU, Arthur Miller, APHIS, Mahesh Upadhyaya, 
Univ. British Columbia.  None of the award winners are 
from the northeast. We need to ensure that our 
members are nominated for WSSA awards so keep that 
in mind when the requests go out for nominations.  

The 2005 WSSA meeting will be February 6-10, 
2005 in Honolulu, Hawaii and the 2006 meeting will be 
February 5-9, 2006 in New York City. I proposed that 
WSSA delay the date for title and abstract submission to 
October 10, one month later then the current deadline.  
Carol Mallory-Smith, 2005 program chair, is looking into 
my request and the WSSA board has not taken any 
action.   

The WSSA board approved $6,000 for the 2005 
WSSA calendar.   Although it has lost money the past 2 
years, the calendar project is useful promotion for the 
society (Rob Hedberg can pass this out in D.C.). The 
board approved an approximate 12% increase in Rob 
Hedberg’s salary to bring his salary in line with similar 
individuals working for societies in D.C. 
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Phil Banks is chairing the grant from APHIS to work on 
the glyphosate and glufosinate-resistant creeping 
bentgrass project.  The WSSA board has recognized the 
graduate student organization as a special committee of 
WSSA, with travel funds provided for the GSO rep to 
attend the summer board meeting.   Arnold Appleby 
provided a rough draft of the History of the WSSA, which 
will be reviewed.  An estimate for printing 750 copies will 
be solicited.  The 50th anniversary committee still needs 
a chair.  Mike Chandler, Bob Parker, and Will Carpenter 
have volunteered to serve on that committee. 

We received a better deal on the XID weed 
identification software at the NEWSS meeting than was 
available at the WSSA meeting.  No special rate was set 
for WSSA attendees. We sold a total of 41 copies at the 
Cambridge meeting. 

John Jachetta, who is on the WSSA E4 Federal 
Noxious & Invasive Weed Committee, discussed with me 
a potential workshop for the 2005 NEWSS meeting in 
DC. I passed this on to Bill Curran as a possible 
workshop for the 2005 NEWSS meeting.   Listed below 
is a report John put together on this idea.    
 
WSSA Federal Noxious & Invasive Weed Committee 
Report (2nd half), February 9, 2004 

The committee was concerned with the impact of 
the Advanced Notice of Public Rule Making (ANPR) for 
endangered species on the regulation of herbicides used 
for invasive weed control in range, pasture and industrial 
vegetation management.  Under this proposed rule, EPA 
rather than Fish & Wildlife will make endangered species 
assessments for herbicides with a potential to be used 
near endangered species. Because of the nature of such 
species, this would rarely include those products used in 
crops and would encompass nearly all herbicides use for 
range and pasture, wildland, railroads, roadsides and 
other rights-of-ways.  

The committee appreciated the need for 
endangered species protection, the risk assessment 
expertise of EPA, and the movement of this consultation 
process to EPA from F&WL/NMFS. However, as 
currently envisioned, such an EPA assessment would be 
limited to the determination of the potential hazard posed 
by herbicide exposure to the endangered species.  This 
would occur without a consideration of problems posed 
by invasive species (the reason that an herbicide tool 
would be used in the first place) or the risk of no 
treatment. This discussion resulted in several 
suggestions that were brought forward for Board support 
as well as a suggestion for the developing WSSA 
response to the ANPR during the public comment period. 
 
Suggestions to the Board: 

It was proposed that the WSSA Board encourage 
and support a workgroup or symposium targeted toward 
EPA to explore 1) unsolved invasive species issues that 
would benefit from EPA support and 2) mitigations for 
the effective use of herbicides to control of invasive 
species near endangered species. 

EPA works most effectively when operating in 
partnership with the academic community on both 
problem formulation and solution development.  The 
Aquatic Plant Management Society has been quite 
effective in developing partnerships with EPA through 
similar dialog groups and as a result, EPA has developed 
a fairly in-depth understanding of aquatic invasive 
species issues.  There is no parallel understanding of the 
issues presented by terrestrial invasive species, though 
this problem affects vastly more acreage.  In addition, 
many organizations have considerable experience in 
using herbicide products for the protection of endangered 
species threatened by invasive species; this list includes 
a number of academic researchers, BLM, The Nature 
Conservancy, and the Forest Service among others.   
While the 2005 WSSA National Meeting was considered 
as a potential location for such a forum, it was decided 
that the NEWSS would be a more favorable location.  
The January 2005 meeting of the NEWSS is in 
Washington DC and this would greatly facilitate EPA 
attendance as well as a number of sister Agencies, 
F&WL, TNC and several other agencies.  It was 
proposed that Rob Hedberg lead a small group to 
develop an agenda for this meeting, this group could 
include Hilda Diaz-Soltero, USDA Invasive Species 
Coordinator, a representative of the NEWSS with 
involvement in invasive species issues and an individual 
from US EPA.  Rob would contact Arty Williams, Branch 
Chief in EPA FEAD, to extend an invitation to them for 
this collaborative effort and to identify an EPA partner for 
the project.  I committed to bring this to the attention of 
the NEWSS Board representative, Jeff Derr. 

Suggestions for the ANPR.  It was suggested that 
WSSA offer technical expertise to EPA as a component 
of the ANPR response to assist them in problem 
formulations and decision making when conducting an 
endangered species assessment, especially for range 
and pasture, wildland, railroads, roadsides and other 
rights-of-ways where invasive species are the target of 
the weed control activity.  While no exact mechanism for 
this participation was identified, this could be through an 
Agency grant similar to the USDA bentgrass project.  
There is precedent for this type of arrangement, as EPA 
did recently invite a Weed Scientist within the US Army 
Corps of Engineers (Kurt Getsinger) to participate in 
similar discussions on aquatic invasive species risk 
assessment for one week a month within their Ecological 
and Environmental Effects Division.  Such technical 
advice would be critical for the Agency to extend its 
activity past herbicide hazard assessment into true 
endangered species risk assessment. 

Additional Discussion:  It was decided that a White 
Paper detailing the issues and concern in the necessary 
use of herbicides for invasive species control, especially 
in areas inhabited by endangered species, be drafted by 
this committee.  It was envisioned that this paper would 
be drafted under the letterhead of WSSA and sent to the 
Invasive Species Advisory Council, which would forward 
this to EPA, F&WL and other organizations. Jennifer 
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Vollmer, BASF, will take the lead on this effort. 
 
Regional President’s Breakfast 

Brian Manley and I attended the regional presidents’ 
breakfast at the WSSA meeting. There was a lot of good 
discussion among the reps from the different regions.  
NCWSS had another drop in attendance, as did SWSS, 
at their annual meeting. They are looking for ideas on 
meeting with other organizations, both within and outside 
their region. NCWSS has a deal with Hyatt hotels, where 
the hotel chain sponsors an undergraduate award for the 
society as well as providing favorable contract terms.  
The NCWSS meets in mid December, a slow time for 
hotels. 

Interestingly, the other regions, just like NEWSS, 
have seen an increase in the ratio of presentations 
versus attendees, i.e., most of those who attend present 
a paper or poster. What has been lost is those who 
attend but do not present.  A general feeling was that the 
loss in attendance was due to declining industry 
attendance, but the regions did not have data on that.  
There was interest in comparing attendance over the last 
5 years for each region. NCWSS membership has 
declined from 802 in 1999 to 640 in 2003.  Attendance at 
their 1999 annual meeting was 603, with 381 in 
attendance in 2003. 

There was no interest in dissolving any of the 
regionals into WSSA, or alternating a regional and 
national meeting each year.  Likewise, there was no 
proposal on merging any of the regionals. There was 
some discussion on participation of the Canadian group 
with the regionals. The aquatic plant management 
society intends to stay small, focusing on their core 
group. 

There was discussion on changing the format of the 
summer weed contest to include other types of students 
(eliminate sprayer calibration, for example). Brian 
mentioned the difficulty we have had in finding hosts for 
the contest. 

SWSS is going towards poster displays, with oral 
presentations only from students or invited speakers.  
There is interest within the regionals for more discussion 
topics instead of fixed 15 minute presentations.  The 
WSWS does incorporate discussion topics into their 
program. 

Al Hamill, who is now past president of WSSA, is 
interested in continuing these discussions, perhaps at 
the summer board meeting for the NCWSS. If I hear any 
more on this, I will let the EC know. 

 
NEAPMS 

I met with the NEAPMS (Northeast Aquatic Plant 
Management Society) board at their annual meeting in 
Saratoga Springs. Their board voted to meet with 
NEWSS in 2006. I sent four of the board members 
copies of our 2004 program. 

They had approximately 140 people attend their 
conference, an increase over previous meetings, with 
about 15 commercial displays. They only had 3 students 

and very few university people in attendance. They only 
used one room for talks, plus a foyer for displays. They 
received a grant to help cover travel costs for some of 
the attendees. They received over $8,000 from industry 
towards the cost of their 2003 meeting. If you add 
approximately $12,000 in registration fees, they have 
over $20,000 to spend on the annual meeting. 

I did not hear anything negative from the NEAPMS 
board concerning a joint meeting.  Their general 
response was - we talked about this 2 years ago, we 
agreed to this a year ago, now is the time to do it.  Their 
members who attended our 2003 meeting felt they were 
warmly received by our group.  Several of their board 
members came up to me later and said they liked the 
concept of a joint meeting since they worked on wetland 
weeds where the focus of NEAPMS is lakes and ponds. 

One of their important issues was to try to keep the 
room rate under $100 per night. Their room rate in 
Sturbridge, MA (2003 meeting)  was $82 single and $99 
double  and was $89 in Saratoga Springs, NY for the 
2004 meeting. Their meeting preregistration for the 2003 
and 2004 meetings was $125. Although their 
preregistration fee is higher than ours, I think that price 
included 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, and one dinner.  Since 
they do not meet in downtown hotels, they are getting 
better rates than us.  Considering the meals they receive, 
their registration fee is low. 
 
 

Photos from the 58th 
 NEWSS Annual Meeting  

Cambridge, MA (Jan 5-8, 2004) 
 

 
President - Elect Robin Bellinder presided over 
the General Session on Tuesday morning. 
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Dr. Cleve Willis, Dean of the College of Natural 
Resources, University of Massachusetts, addresses 
the assembly. 
 
 

Poster Session - Tuesday morning 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 15 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Award winners! Ben Coffman (Distinguished Member), 
Joe Neal (Distinguished Member), Jim Graham (Award 
of Merit), Bill Curran (Outstanding Educator), and Mark 
VanGessel (Outstanding Researcher). Not pictured: Ed 
Beste (Award of Merit). 
 
 

General Session  
 
 

 
Scott Glenn delivered his presidential address, entitled 
"Teach and Reach" during Tuesday morning's General 
Session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 16 

 

 
Keynote speakers Don Senechal (top) and Michael 
Richard with the Hale Group spoke to the membership 
on "Forces Shaping the Future of the Agricultural and 
Food Industries" during the General Session on Tuesday 
morning. 
 

 
      President-Elect Tim Dutt opened the General     
      Symposium on Wednesday afternoon. 

General Symposium 
 

 
Les Glasgow, Syngenta                      Claire CaJacob, Monsanto 

 
Antonio DiTomasso, Cornell              Gordon Thomas, Ag Canada 
  

  
Barbara Booth, U of Guelph  

David Mortensen, Penn State 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Alex Martin, U of Nebraska 
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General Symposium speakers: (l to r) David Mortensen, 
Les Glasgow, Gordon Thomas, Barbara Booth, Antonio 
DiTomasso, Alex Martin, and Claire Cajacob (not 
pictured). 
 
Wednesday's General Symposium, "Weed Management 
in the Future" was a hit, and featured the following topics: 
 
The Future of Herbicide Development 
Dr. Les Glasgow, Syngenta Crop Protection 
 
Future Developments in Herbicide-resistant Crops 
Dr. Claire CaJacob, Monsanto Company 
 
Incorporation of Ecological Principles into Weed 
Management 
Dr. Barbara Booth, University of Guelph 
 
Developments in Biological Weed Control 
Dr. Antonio DiTomasso, Cornell University 
 
Use of Information Gathering Systems to Enhance 
Pest Management 
Dr. David Mortensen, Pennsylvania State University 
 
Decision Tools for Weed Management 
Dr. Alex Martin, University of Nebraska 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Business Meeting 
 

 
President Scott Glen opened the Business Meeting on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

 
The Society honored David Yarborough (left) for his 
outstanding service as NEWSS Sectretary-Treasurer.  
 

 
David Yarborough completed his tenure during the 
Business Meeting. 
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Student Paper & Poster Sessions 
 Award Winners

 

 
Whitnee Barker (right) received the 1st place award 
in the student paper contest from Kathie Kalmowitz 
of BASF. 
 

 
Caren Judge (right) received the 2nd place award in 
the student paper contest from Kathie Kalmowitz of 
BASF. 
 

 
Erin Haramoto (right) received the 3rd place award in 
the student paper contest from Kathie Kalmowitz of 
BASF. 

 

 
Larissa Smith (right) received the 1st place award in the 
poster contest from Paul Stachowski of Cornell. 
 
 

 
  Andy Senesac (right) received the 2nd place award in     
  the  poster contest from Paul Stachowski of Cornell. 
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Special Recognition 

 

 
Shawn Askew was honored by the Society for his 
outstanding efforts in support of the NEWSS web site. 
 

 
Dobroslav Kolev received a plaque and monetary award 
for his outstanding efforts in developing and maintaining 
the NEWSS web site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo Contest Winners 

 

 
Zak Skibo (right) received the 1st place award in the 
photo contest from Grnat Jordan of ACDS Research. 

 

 
John Kaminski (right) received the 2nd place award in the 
photo contest from Grant Jordan of ACDS Research. 
 

 
Rakesh Chandran (left) received the 3rd place award in 
the photo contest from Grant Jordan of ACDS Research. 
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NEWSS & NE-ASHS Social Mixer 
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The NEWSS Past Presidents met for their breakfast meeting during the 58th Annual Meeting. 
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Weed Identification, Biology and Management 
Identification, biologie et gestion des mauvaises herbes 
 
Antonio DiTommaso and Alan Watson, © 2003 
ISBN 0-9733925-0-9 
 
Order by E-MAIL  
 
to: bookstore@macdonald.mcgill.ca 
  
Order by FAX: (514) 398-7966 or call (514) 398-8300 for more information  
 
Please identify Email or Fax Subject: "Weed CD"  
 
Price – Canadian - $49.95 + taxes + shipping & handling    
 
Number of copies: _________ 
 

Charge my Visa □ or    MasterCard □   
 
____________________________________  ___________________ 
Credit card number                    Exp. date 
  
 
Card Holder Name: _____________________________________________  
  
Ship to: 
 
Name:_______________________________________________________ 
  
Address:______________________________________________________ 
  
   ______________________________________________________ 
  
City:_________________________________________________________ 
  
State/Province:_________________________________________________ 
  
Postal code:___________________________________________________ 
 
Country: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

mailto:bookstore@macdonald.mcgill.ca
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