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NEWSS President 
 

We had a very successful 59th Annual 
Meeting in Washington DC, which I 
hope you all enjoyed. Bill Curran and 
his Program Committee organized an 

outstanding event with many interesting elements to the 
program. Meeting attendance was up considerably over 
previous years, primarily due to outreach efforts 
including an invasive species symposium organized by 
Rob Hedberg and a turfgrass symposium organized by 
Pete Dernoeden. These symposia brought in more than 
100 attendees outside of our general membership. Bill 
also organized an interesting general symposium on 
herbicide resistance, which generated much discussion 
on glyphosate stewardship and a resolution that was 
presented to the membership at our annual business 
meeting. The Herbicide Resistant Plant Committee, 
chaired by Mark VanGessel, continues to work on a 
NEWSS position on herbicide stewardship to be 
considered further by the membership.  Thanks also go 
to Robin Bellinder and Brian Manley who did a great job 
working with the hotel, and to all the volunteers for their 
efforts in orchestrating another successful meeting. 
 
Our efforts now turn to the 60th Annual Meeting to be 
held January 3-6, 2006 at the Westin Hotel in 
Providence, Rhode Island. In our continued efforts to 
partner with other organizations with similar interests, 

we will meet in with the Northeast Aquatic Plant 
Management Society (NEAPMS).  This will be the 7th 
Annual Meeting of the NEAPMS, an organization of 
around 125 members. We have met jointly with the 
Northeast Branch of the American Society for 
Horticultural Science (NE-ASHS) for the last seven 
years. These joint meetings were beneficial to both the 
NEWSS and the NE-ASHS; however, the NE-ASHS has 
now decided to meet at smaller venue locations to 
address some of their membership and organizational 
issues. We continue to have discussions with other 
organizations to explore the possibility of joint meetings 
in the future.  
 
We have a very dedicated group of Executive Committee 
(EC) members this year to whom I want to express my 
sincere appreciation for their efforts concerning NEWSS 
organizational business. New members on the EC 
include Renee Keese, incoming Vice President and 
Program Chair, and Kathie Kalmowitz, incoming 
Research and Education Coordinator. Dave Spak also 
recently joined the EC, replacing Sue Rick as Sustaining 
Membership Chair. Sue received a transfer with DuPont 
to the Midwest; we wish her well in her new position, 
and thank her for her service to the Society over the last 
several years. Congratulations also go to Sue for 
receiving the WSSA Outstanding Industry Award, 
presented at the recent WSSA Annual Meeting in 
Hawaii. On behalf of the EC, I would like to thank two 
members who are rotating off the EC: Art Gover, for his 
efforts initiating outreach activities on invasive species, 
and Scott Glenn, for his leadership over the past several 
years.  



     
Dave Johnson will be hosting the 23rd NEWSS 
Collegiate Weed Contest on July 26, 2005 at the Penn 
State Southeast Research and Extension Center near 
Lancaster, PA. The Weed Contest Committee has been 
working on changes to broaden the scope of the contest 
as an educational event, an effort to appeal to a more 
diverse group of students interested in weed science. The 
2005 contest will be an interesting, challenging, and fun, 
so plan to attend the event and volunteer your time to 
help make it a success and another rewarding experience 
for students. 
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As you have read in the NEWSS News over the last 
year, we are in the process of developing a new web site 
for the NEWSS. Hilary Sandler led the effort on finding 
a developer ( the previous site was graciously hosted by 
Shawn Askew at Virginia Tech), and Host Depot was 
contracted to develop the new site. Brent Lackey is now 
working to launch our new web site with Host Depot. 
Visit the new site at www.newss.org to view the new 
look, read society news and information, and log in to 
obtain a password and update your membership 
information. Let us know what you think of the new web 
site and provide any suggestions you might have for it to 
better serve our membership and promote the workings 
of the  Society. 
 
As we prepare for our 60th Annual Meeting, we should 
reflect on the long history and tradition of the NEWSS. 
Change has occurred over the years as the Society has 
evolved. Many volunteers have served the Society to 
facilitate change and to steward this evolution. Think 
about how you personally can best serve the NEWSS to 
continue it's rich tradition of education and 
collaboration. Participate and help with the weed contest, 
propose topics or help organize a workshop or 
symposium, nominate a colleague for office or an award, 
submit a picture for the photo contest, attend and present 
a paper or poster at the annual meeting, get involved in a 
committee, provide suggestions and volunteer your time 
for the advancement of the NEWSS and weed science. It 
is an honor to serve as your president, and I look forward 
to another eventful year. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annual Meeting Stats 

 
Brian Manley 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
The 59th Annual Meeting of the 
Northeastern Weed Science Society was 
held at the Capital Hilton in Washington, 

DC January 3-6, 2005. Three symposia: “Managing 
Invasive Species while Protecting Endangered Species”, 
“Advances in Annual and Roughstalk Bluegrass Control 
in Golf Course Turf”, and “Status and Future of 
Herbicide-resistant Weeds” helped fuel a highly 
successful meeting. There were 326 people in attendance 
at the meeting, which included 13 distinguished 
members, 146 regular members, 30 student members, 2 
retired members, 17 invited speakers, 53 non-members 
attending the turfgrass symposium, 59 non-members 
attending the invasive/ endangered species symposium, 
and 6 guests.  Attendance was up considerably from 202 
and 220 in 2004 and 2003, respectively, due primarily to 
the 112 attendees for the turfgrass and invasive species 
symposia. The higher attendance and slightly increased 
fees helped offset the increased costs commonly incurred 
in Washington, DC. We currently have 200 members, 
which compares to 190 and 223 in 2004 and 2003, 
respectively.   
 
If you were unable to attend the Annual Meeting in 
Washington D.C., but would like to maintain your 
membership for 2005, you still have an opportunity to do 
so. The fee for membership, without attending the annual 
meeting, is $30.00. To update your membership, please 
download a registration form at www.newss.org. Simply 
complete the form and mail it with a check or money 
order made payable to "NEWSS" to my attention at the 
address below. If you are unable to retrieve the 
registration form from our web site, please contact me 
and I will get a form to you. If you have any questions or 
concerns about secretary or treasurer related activities, 
please do not hesitate to contact Brian Manley at: 
 
67 Pinewood Road  
Hudson, NY 12534 
(518)851-2122 
brian.manley@syngenta.com 
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NEWSS 2005 Executive Committee 
 
 

President:  Timothy E. Dutt 
8482 Redhaven Street, Fogelsville, PA 18051 
Phone: 610-285-2006 / Fax: 610-285-2007 
E-mail: tedutt@ptd.net 
 
 
President-Elect:  William S. Curran 
The Pennsylvania State University 
Department of Agronomy 
409 ASI Bldg., University Park, PA 16802 
E-mail: wcurran@psu.edu 
 
 
Vice-President:  Renee J. Keese 
Syngenta Professional Products, Inc.  
985 Arrowhead Drive  
Carmel , IN 46033  
Phone: 317-846-8812 / Fax: 317-846-8832  
E-mail: renee.keese@syngenta.com 
 
 
Past President:  Robin R. Bellinder 
Cornell University, Department of Horticulture 
164 Plant Science Bldg., Ithaca, NY 14853 
Phone: 607-255-7890 / Fax: 607-255-0599 
E-mail: rrb3@cornell.edu 
 
 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Brian S. Manley 
Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc. 
67 Pinewood Road, Hudson, NY 12534 
Phone: 518-851-2122 / Fax: 518-851-9790 
Email: brian.manley@syngenta.com 
 

Editor:  Hilary A. Sandler 
University of Massachusetts 
Cranberry Research Station 
P.O. Box 56, East Wareham, MA 02538 
Phone: 508-295-2212 / Fax: 508-295-6387 
E-mail: hsandler@umext.umass.edu 
 
 
Legislative Committee Chair:  Daniel L. Kunkel 
IR-4 HQ,  Rutgers University 
681 US Hwy #1 South, North Brunswick, NJ 08902-3390 
Phone: 732-932-9575x616 / Fax: 732-932-8481 
Email: Kunkel@aesop.rutgers.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Relations Representative:  Brent A. Lackey 
Syngenta Crop Protection. Inc. 
410 Swing Road, Greensboro, NC 27409 
Phone: 336-632-7375 / Fax: 336-632-6021 
E-mail: brent.lackey@syngenta.com 
 
 
CAST Representative:  Robert D. Sweet 
Cornell University, Department of Horticulture 
167 Plant Sciences Bldg., Ithaca, NY 14853 
Phone: 607-255-5428 / Fax: 607-255-0599 
E-mail: sdt1@cornell.edu 
 
 
WSSA Representative:  Jeffrey F. Derr 
Virginia Tech, Hampton Roads Research Center 
1444 Diamond Springs Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23455 
Phone: 757-363-3912 / Fax: 757-363-3950 
E-mail: jderr@vt.edu 
 
 
Research & Education Coord.: Kathie M. Kalmowitz 
BASF Corporation  
26 Davis Drive  
P.O. Box 13528  
Research Triangle Park , NC 27709-3528  
Phone: 919-270-4592  
E-mail: kalmowk@basf.com 
 
 
Sustaining Membership Chair:  David Spak 
Bayer Environmental Science 
113 Willow Ridge 
New Holland, PA 17557 
Phone: 717-355-2822 
Email: david.spak@bayercropscience.com 
 
 
Graduate Student Representative:  Jacob Barney 
Cornell University, Department of Horticulture. 
134A Plant Science Bldg., Ithaca, NY 14853 
Phone: 607-539-7534/ Fax: 607-255-0599 
E-mail: jnb22@cornell.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The 2005 NEWSS Executive Committee: (front row, l to r) Brian Manley, Renee Keese, Tim Dutt, Bill Curran, Robin Bellinder, Bob 
Sweet; (back row, l to r) Susan Rick, Kathie Kalmowitz, Jacob Barney, Jeff Derr, Dan Kunkel, Hilary Sandler, Brent Lackey. 

 
 

2005 NEWSS Committees 
 

Awards Committee 
Name Phone E-mail 
Robin Bellinder 607-255-7890 rrb3@cornell.edu 
Scott Glenn 301-405-1331 dg11@umail.umd.edu 
Dave Mayonado 410-726-4222 david.j.mayonado@monsanto.com 
Jeff Derr 757-363-3912 jderr@vt.edu 
Brian Olson 315-781-0140 bdolson@dowagro.com 

 
Nominating Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Dave Mortensen 814-865-1906 dmortensen@psu.edu 
Greg Armel 302-366-5067 gregory.r.armel@usa.dupont.com 
Pete Porpiglia 914-682-8934 peter@kichem-usa.com 
Ben Coffman 301-504-5398 coffmanc@bc.ars.usda.gov 
Paul Stachowski 607-255-7701 pjs16@cornell.edu 
 

Resolutions Committee 
Name Phone E-mail 
Russ Hahn 607-255-1759 rrh4@cornell.edu 
Tommie Hines 757-414-0724 thhines@vt.edu 
Mike Fidanza 610-396-6330 maf100@psu.edu 

 
Collegiate Weed Contest Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Bill Curran 814-863-1014 wcurran@psu.edu 
Dave Johnson 717-653-4728 dhj3@psu.edu 
Tim Dutt 610-285-2006 tedutt@ptd.net 
Robin Bellinder 607-255-7890 rrb3@cornell.edu 
Jacob Barney 607-255-0883 jnb22@cornell.edu 
Susan Rick 919-854-0806 susan.k.rick@usa.dupont.com 
Brian Manley 518-851-2122 brian.manley@syngenta.com 
Grant Jordon 315-587-2140 gljordon@usadatanet.net 
Dwight 
Lingenfelter 814-865-2242 dxl18@psu.edu 
Toni DiTommaso 607-254-4702 ad97@cornell.edu 
Steve Hart 732-932-9711 hart@aesop.rutgers.edu 
Rick Schmenk 443-262-9962 rick.schmenk@syngenta.com 
 
 

 

Audit Committee 
Name Phone E-mail 
Bill Curran 814-863-1014 wcurran@psu.edu 
Dave Johnson 717-653-4728 dhj3@psu.edu 
Tim Dutt 610-285-2006 tedutt@ptd.net 

 
Archives Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Dan Kunkel 732-932-9575 x 616 kunkel@aesop.rutgers.edu 
Robin Bellinder 607-255-7890 rrb3@cornell.edu 

 
Photo Judging Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Grant Jordon 315-587-2140 gljordon@usadatanet.net 
Ben Coffman 301-504-5398 coffmanc@bc.ars.usda.gov 
Toni DiTommaso 607-254-4702 ad97@cornell.edu 
Greg Armel 302-366-5067 gregory.r.armel@usa.dupont.com 

 
Student Paper Judging Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Scott Glenn 301-405-1331 dg11@umail.umd.edu 
Dave Mayonado 410-726-4222 david.j.mayonado@monsanto.com 
Jeff Derr 757-363-3912 jderr@vt.edu 
Brian Olson 315-781-0140 bdolson@dowagro.com 
Robin Bellinder 607-255-7890 rrb3@cornell.edu 

 
Poster Judging Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Paul Stachowski 607-255-7701 pjs16@cornell.edu 
Brent Lackey 336-632-7375 brent.lackey@syngenta.com 
Tommie Hines 757-414-0724 thhines@vt.edu 
Dave Johnson 717-653-4728 dhj3@psu.edu 
Sujatha Sankula 202-328-5057 sankula@ncfap.org 
Barbara Scott 302-856-7303 bascott@udel.edu 
Sandra Shinn 518-851-2122 sandra.shinn@syngenta.com 
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Herbicide Resistance Plant Committee (Special) 
Name Phone E-mail 
Mark VanGessel 302-856-7303 mjv@udel.edu 
Russ Hahn 607-255-1759 rrh4@cornell.edu 
Henry Wilson 757-414-0724 x 13 hwilson@vt.edu 
Brian Olson 315-781-0140 bdolson@dowagro.com 
Dave Vitolo 916-316-6951 david.vitolo@syngenta.com 
Dave Mayonado 410-726-4222 david.j.mayonado@monsanto.com 
Dan Kunkel 732-932-9575 x 616 kunkel@aesop.rutgers.edu 

 
Weed Science Field Day Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Dave Johnson 717-653-4728 dhj3@psu.edu 
Kathie Kalmowitz 919-270-4592 kalmowk@basf.com 

 
Site Selection Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Bill Curran 814-863-1014 wcurran@psu.edu 
Tim Dutt 610-285-2006 tedutt@ptd.net 
Brian Manley 518-851-2122 brian.manley@syngenta.com 

 
Past Presidents Committee 

Name Phone E-mail 
Roy Johnson 215-348-5535 rjoh834880@aol.com 
Robin Bellinder 607-255-7890 rrb3@cornell.edu 

 
Program Committee 

Section/       
Chair & Chair-Elect Phone E-mail 

Program Chair:   
Renee Keese 317-846-8812 renee.keese@syngenta.com 

Agronomy:   
Hiwot Menbere 301-405-1334 mh@umd.edu 
John Jemison 207-581-3241 jjemison@umext.maine.edu 

Con, For, Ind:   
Rick Iverson 215-299-6656 rick_iverson@fmc.com 
Jon Johnson 814-863-1184 jmj5@psu.edu 

Ornamentals:   
Rob Richardson 517-432-3630 richa462@msu.edu 

James Altland 503-678-1264 james.altland@oregonstate.edu 
Poster:   

Rakesh Chandran 304-293-6131 rschandran@mail.wvu.edu 
Ben Coffman 301-504-5398 coffmanc@ba.ars.usda.gov 

Turfgrass/PGR:   
Mike Fidanza 610-396-6330 maf100@psu.edu 
Larry Norton 610-814-6220 larry.norton@bayercropscience.com 

Veg & Fruit:   
Chris Becker 607-869-9511 becker89@fltg.com 

Dave Johnson 717-653-4728 dhj3@psu.edu 
Weed Bio & Eco:   

Eric Gallandt 207-581-2933 gallandt@maine.edu 
Prasanta Bhowmik 413-545-5223 pbhowmik@pssa:umass.edu 

 
 

Update: www.newss.org 
 

Hilary Sandler  
Editor 
 
The renovated NEWSS web site was 
launched in early March 2004. The look 

is very dynamic, and we hope you will take a moment to 
click around the new site.  We are still working with our 
web developer Host Depot to bring all the needed items 

up-to-date. It is a process, so please bear with us as we 
correct some oversights.   
 
The set up is somewhat similar to the old site, however it 
should be much easier to navigate. For example, on the 
home page you can see the Headline News and Events 
section. From here, you may download presentations 
from the 2005 Endangered and Invasive Species 
Symposium by right-clicking on the title. Using the scroll 
bar, you can see if there are any other current events that 
you might want to read about each time you visit the site. 
The membership login is not functioning yet, but should 
be operational shortly. Once the member login is 
functioning, you can log in and access portions of the site 
that will allow you to submit your title and abstract 
electronically for the 2006 annual meeting in Providence. 
   
We appreciate your patience as the web site continues to 
develop and improve. If you have not visited the web site 
for a while, you should check it out and see our new look! 
 

NEWSS News Articles 
 

Brent Lackey  
Public Relations 
 
For the past three newsletters you have read 
from me update after update about the 

Society's new web site. Hilary Sandler has brought you all 
up to speed in the previous article, and rather than go into 
the "blood and guts" of how we arrived at our current site, 
I thought it more productive to ask you as members to 
simply begin using the web site with a view towards 
providing Hilary or myself with feedback as to how we 
can improve it. I will say that Phase II of development is 
underway and will include programming to 1) allow third-
party content editing (we currently rely on our web 
developer to update site content), which will allow us to 
update content on a daily basis, if necessary; 2) polling 
capability for on-line voting and surveys, and 3) real-time 
database management (we currently maintain an off-line 
membership database). I appreciate your patience with this 
effort, and fell confident that you will be rewarded with a 
top-notch web site very soon. 
 
As ever, for future newsletters, please send articles via e-
mail to Brent Lackey (brent.lackey@syngenta.com), or 
by facsimile (336-632-6021).
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Program Committee for the  
2005 Annual Meeting 

 
Renee Keese 
NEWSS Vice President 
 
Program planning for the 2006 Annual 
Meeting in Providence, RI is already 
underway. The 2005 Program Committee, 

including contact information, is tabulated in this edition 
of the NEWSS News (see section "2005 NEWSS 
Committees"). Our joint meeting with the NEAPMS 
(Northeast Aquatic Plant Management Society) allows 
us some unique opportunities for interaction and 
education, and a joint symposium is in development. It’s 
not too soon to be thinking of paper titles for fall 
submission! 
 
 

Graduate Student Report 
 

Jacob Barney 
Graduate Student Rep 
 
The annual meeting held in Washington, 
D.C. saw one of the highest numbers of 

student presentations in recent memory, an encouraging 
sign for our field of study. However, we only had two 
student poster presentations. The board is encouraging 
students to make a poster and give an oral paper, as it 
not only gives you experience with both media, but 
doubles your chances of scoring an award! 
 
At the graduate student mixer, Dr. John Wilcut, 
professor at North Carolina State University and editor 
of Weed Technology, spoke with us on the trials and 
tribulations of publishing. His presentation was very 
insightful and led to a frank discussion on publishing 
and how articles are the currency of our profession. I 
want to thank Dr. Wilcut again for his enlightening 
"behind closed doors" look at publishing in the field of 
weed science, as it brought many of us to a reality yet 
experienced. 
 
As spring approaches, we increasingly look forward to 
the upcoming weed contest (for additional details, see 
section "2005 Collegiate Weed Contest" in this edition 
of the NEWSS News). Many changes have been 
incorporated into the contest to enhance the students' 
experience and to broaden the topics covered across all 
events. I am in the process of organizing a tour of a local 
farming operation, hopefully an Amish or organic farm.  

Encourage your fellow weed science students to 
participate in the contest as it is a great experience for all 
students in our unique field of weed science. 
 
 

Sustaining Membership Report 
 

Susan Rick 
Sustaining Membership 
 
The NEWSS currently has 19 Sustaining 
Members. This is the highest number of 
sustaining members we have had in 

recent years, and we welcome our newest members. Six 
sustaining members also contributed funding to help 
support the coffee breaks at the 2005 Annual Meeting in 
Washington D.C., and included BASF, Bayer Corp., 
Dow Agro Science, FMC Corp., Monsanto, and 
Syngenta Crop Protection. 
 
A job placement room was set up at the annual meeting. 
"Position Desired" and "Position Available" forms were 
displayed. All completed forms were submitted to the 
WSSA. 
 
I have recently accepted a transfer with my company and 
will be returning to the Midwest. Because of this move, I 
will be stepping down as chair of the Sustaining 
Membership Committee. I wish to thank all the 
Sustaining Members for their important support of the 
NEWSS Annual Meeting and Collegiate Weed Contest. 
 
The new chair of the Sustaining Membership Committee 
is David Spak. David will be contacting our Sustaining 
Members  in the near future. For further information you 
may contact David at: 
 
David R. Spak, Ph.D. 
Bayer Environmental Science 
717-355-2822 
717-468-3251 (cell) 
david.spak@bayercropscience.com 
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2005 NEWSS Award Winners 

 
Contest Place Name Title Affiliation 

Student 
Paper First Jacob Barney 

Historic Distribution of Two 
Invasive Species in North 
America: What Have We Learned? 

Cornell Univ. 

 Second Steven Mirsky 

Evaluating Effects of Increasing 
Cover Crop Intensity on Weed 
Seed Bank Dynamics: A Systems 
Approach. 

Penn State Univ. 

Poster First Amanda Shearin 
Cover Crop Management Impacts 
on the Weed Seed Predator 
Harpalus rufipes. 

Univ. of Maine 

 Second John Willis 

Carfentrazon, Quinclorac, and 
Trifloxysulfuron Effects on 
Seeded Bermudagrass 
Establishment and Crabgrass 
Control. 

Virginia Tech 

Photo First Gerald Henry  NC State Univ. 
 Second Randall Prostak  UMASS 
 Third Larissa Smith  Cornell Univ. 

 
  

National Invasive Weed  
Awareness Week 

 
Rob Hedberg 
Director of Science Policy 

 
Making Headway Against Invasive 
Species on the Hill - NIWAW VI Proves 

a Huge Success
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. – March 17, 2005 – Last week,  
constituents representing more than 50 percent of U.S. 
states gathered to advance efforts toward protecting 
native ecosystems through awareness, education and 
control of invasive plant species. More than 150 
participants, including representatives of government 
agencies, non-profits, private industry and landowners, 
spent the week lobbying state legislators and attending 
briefings from federal agencies including the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Department of the 
Interior and Army Corps of Engineers.  
  
Through a partnership between the Invasive Species 
Council and the National Geographic Society, NIWAW 

participants also enjoyed an early screening of the first in 
a new TV series titled Strange Days on Planet Earth.  
 
The first show will air on PBS, April 20 and investigates 
the ecological and economic damages triggered by 
invasive species infestations. NIWAW attendants hope 
this video will create additional awareness of the 
growing impact of invasive weed species nationwide.   
  
Other highlights from the week included a series of 
presentations from regional success stories spotlighting 
exemplary use of resources, collaboration and 
community outreach to help reduce the impact of 
invasive weeds. These presentations were sponsored by 
FICMNEW, the Federal Interagency Committee for the 
Management of Noxious and Exotic Weeds.   
  
An awards reception took place at the United States 
Botanic Garden, sponsored by FICMNEW, the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Botanic Garden. 
Entertainment was provided by the Blues Rangers, a 
group of talented U.S. Forest Service musicians, whose 
lyrics foster awareness of invasive plants. 
  
Six organizations and people were honored at this year’s 
event: 
Gary Johnston, National Park Service (NPS) received a 
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FICMNEW award in recognition of his outstanding 
work in the area of invasive plant management. Johnston 
has served the NPS for 25 years. As a FICMNEW co-
chair for four years, responsible for operations, he 
played a principal role in the development of the Pulling 
Together Initiative for invasive plants and the 
conceptualization of the Early Detection and Rapid 
Response System for managing invasive plants in the 
U.S. 
  
Gina Ramos, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) also 
received a FICMNEW award. Ramos has advised the 
BLM Washington D.C. office as a weed management 
specialist for more than four years. Also serving as a 
FICMNEW co-chair, she has helped implement 
numerous FICMNEW programs, including work-
planning retreats, Weeds Across Borders conferences 
and the Early Detection and Rapid Response System.  
  
Both Johnston and Ramos are active leaders in the 
Invasive Weeds Awareness Coalition (IWAC) and the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Pulling 
Together Initiative steering committee. Due to their 
consistent efforts and contributions, they continue to 
ensure NIWAW’s success year after year. 
  
Rob Hedberg, Weed Science Society of America 
(WSSA), received the Invasive Weeds Awareness 
Coalition (IWAC) award for his superior work in 
generating awareness and education related to invasive 
plant management. As Director of Science Policy at 
WSSA, Rob’s leadership has promoted collaboration and 
ongoing research among scientific and weed 
management communities nationwide. Chairing IWAC, 
Rob was the driving force behind the coordination and 
subsequent success of NIWAW VI. He also co-
organized one of the most successful invasive species 
conferences, “Invasive Plants in Natural and Managed 
Systems – Linking Science and Management,” in 2004, 
which attracted more than 800 participants, Rob 
continues to demonstrate a strong commitment to 
invasive plant issues worldwide. 
  
Dale Bosworth, USDA, Forest Service, received the 
joint FICMNEW-IWAC award in recognition of his 
leadership supporting invasive plant management in the 
U.S. Bosworth is the 15th chief of the forest service and 
has been there nearly his entire life. Under his 
leadership, the Forest Service has elevated the invasive 
species issue to one of the top four issues threatening 

American terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Bosworth 
spearheaded the completion of the National Strategy and 
Implementation Plan for Invasive Species Management, 
which raised the national standard for invasive species 
management. He has also been an active supporter of 
FICMNEW, IWAC and other invasive species 
management groups. 
  
The City of Baltimore received the Community Spirit 
Award by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and 
FICMNEW for its exceptional work in vegetation 
management. The city has made remarkable efforts to 
grow cooperation and partnerships in the area of 
invasive plant management through its Pulling Together 
Initiative Grant Program. Kimberley Flowers of the 
Department of Recreation and Parks accepted the award 
on behalf of the city of Baltimore.  
  
Bonnie Harper-Lore, Department of Transportation, 
received the North American Weed Management 
Association (NAWMA) award in recognition of her 
work implementing the Weed Across Borders program. 
With a strong commitment to Integrated Roadside 
Vegetation Management, Harper-Lore’s leadership has 
been instrumental in the successful execution of Weeds 
Across Borders, a campaign to create collaboration 
among countries bordering North America. 
  
In addition to the special awards at NIWAW VI, the 
entire week served as a memorial to the late John Taylor. 
As a senior wildlife biologist at Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in New Mexico, 
Taylor worked more than 18 years to remove saltcedar 
throughout the state. Taylor passed away last September. 
 

 
Left to right: Dale Bosworth, Rob Hedberg, Gary Johnston, Gina 
Ramos, Bonnie Harper-Lore, and Kimberley Flowers. 
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61st Annual Meeting plans in 2007 
 

Bill Curran 
NEWSS President - Elect 
 
As President-Elect, one of my major 
responsibilities for 2005 is site selection 
for our 2007 annual meeting.  In 2007, we 
are looking at the Mid-Atlantic region, 

and I have been investigating properties in Baltimore, 
Washington, and Harrisburg, PA. After consultation with 
the Executive Committee during our March meeting, I 
have focused my efforts on Baltimore. I recently visited 
three properties in the Inner Harbor area and will likely 
pursue a contract with the Renaissance Harborplace 
Hotel on the north end of the Inner Harbor. I also 
considered the Marriot Waterfront on the east side of the 
harbor, which remains a possible site for the meeting. 
The NEWSS has met at the Renaissance before, back in 
1993 when it was the Stouffer Harbor Place Hotel. It's a 
great property directly tied into Harborplace and the 
Gallery, a great shopping venue, and close to a number 
of restaurants such as ESPN Zone, Fells Point, etc. The 
Marriot is a larger property that opened in 2001, and it 
specializes in conferences.  I'll provide more details 
when they become available.  
 
I have also been investigating possible partnerships for 
hosting a joint annual meeting with several different 
groups. I have had conversations with the Northeast 
Branch of the American Society of Agronomy 
(NEBASA), Eastern Entomological Society of America 
(Eastern ESA), Northeast IPM Center, and the Mid-
Atlantic Exotic Plant Pest Council (MA-EPPC). I have 
not been very successful to date at finding an appropriate 
fit, but will continue to investigate possible partnerships 
with other similar societies or groups. 
 
 

2005 Collegiate Weed Contest 
 

Dave Johnson, Committee Co-Chair 
 Collegiate Weed Contest 

 
Penn State University will host the NEWSS collegiate 
weed contest on July 26, 2005, at the Penn State 
Southeast Research and Extension Center near 
Lancaster, PA. This research farm is located in Lancaster 
County, about two hours east of Philadelphia and 1 hour 
north of Baltimore. Lancaster County is one of the most 

productive agricultural counties in the country, and 
located in the heart of Pennsylvania Dutch country. 
Coaches will be sent complete details soon.  Any 
questions may be addressed to the contest host (Dave 
Johnson) at 1446 Auction Road, Manheim, PA  17545, 
717-653-4728, or by email at dhj3@psu.edu. 
 
Hotel arrangements have been made at the Westfield Inn, 
Lancaster PA (800-547-1395).  The hotel is located 
about 10 miles from the farm. A guaranteed rate of 
$59.00/room has been negotiated, but reservations must 
be made by June 25 2005, using the group name "Penn 
State Weed Science". 
 
Contest changes 
 
Based on input from the 2005 Collegiate Weed Contest 
Committee, NEWSS Graduate Student representative 
(Jacob Barney), previous contest hosts, coaches, and the 
NEWSS Executive Committee, we have made several 
changes to the contest rules to broaden the scope of the 
contest and lessen the emphasis on herbicide technology 
and agronomic crops. Jacob did a nice job of 
summarizing comments from students and coaches after 
the 2004 contest. The hosts thank all those involved in 
proposing contest ideas and working through the 
changes. 
 
Weed identification 
 
The weed list has been expanded to 100 weeds (from 
83). Additions include several invasive and a few aquatic 
weeds, including: musk thistle, spotted knapweed, 
common teasel, kudzu, catchweed bedstraw, common 
mullein, tree-of-heaven, garlic mustard, Japanese 
stiltgrass, autumn olive, staghorn sumac, bush 
honeysuckle, Japanese barbery, duckweed, Eurasian 
water-milfoil, hydrilla, and water chestnut. 
 
In addition, contest rules have been changed to allow the 
host to add up to 10 weeds to the list that are of a local or 
regional interest, of which no more than two can be 
added to the weed identification event. The host is 
required to notify the coaches of these additions in the 
initial invitation letter. These weeds would not be 
permanently added to the list, but could change from 
year to year at the host's discretion. There is no change 
in the rules regarding number of seed samples allowed or 
number of weeds which must be identified by scientific 
name. 
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In order to expand this event beyond simple weed 
identification, contest rules have been modified to 
include some biological characteristics (e.g., growth 
habit, reproduction, habitat, seed dispersal, native origin, 
leaf shape, etc.), which each character worth 1 point per 
weed. The student must identify the weed (3 points) and 
pick a characteristic from four choices, only one of 
which is correct (1 point). As before, a total of 25 weeds 
(100 points) will be on the test. For example: 
 
2005 NEWSS contest 
Weed Identification—sample answer sheet 
 Weed name (3 pts) 
 Circle the correct characteristic for each weed (1 pt) 

1 
common  
lambsquarters 

summer 
annual 

herbaceous  
perennial 

monocot forms 
stolons 

The student would circle “summer annual” for an additional 
point. 
 
Herbicide ID 
 
The herbicides primisulfuron, fenoxyprop, prodiamine, 
and sulfentrazone have been removed from the list 
(eliminated because they are very similar to others on the 
list), leaving 25 herbicides that may be included. The 
point structure also has been changed to give 4 points for 
mode of action, 2 points for herbicide family, 3 points 
for herbicide common name, and 1 point for choosing a 
correct herbicide characteristic, such as systemicity, soil 
interactions, chemistry, etc. Ten herbicides would be 
selected for the event. For example: 
 
2005 NEWSS contest 
Weed Identification—sample answer sheet 
Mode of 
action 
(5 pts) 

Herbicide 
family 
(2 pts) 

Common 
name 

 (2 pts) 

Circle correct 
characteristic 

(1 pt) 
plant 

growth 
regulator 

phenoxy 2,4-D contact 
only 

low water 
solubility 

causes 
epinastic 
response 

The student would circle “causes epinastic response” for an 
additional point. 
 
Sprayer Calibration 
 
Many expressed concern at the meeting in Washington 
D.C. that Canadian students may be put at a 
disadvantage because of our use of English units in the 
calibration problems. For the 2005 contest, two versions 
of the questions be available, one in English and one in 
metric units, and the student can choose which version to 

use for the test. Also, for multi-part problems where 
previous answers are used for further calculations, 
students who make a mistake in an early section, but 
who use their earlier incorrect answer correctly for the 
remaining problems, will receive credit for the 
“downstream” calculations. For the physical sprayer 
calibration, identical problems will be available in both 
English and metric units, and the student would be 
allowed to choose either version for testing. 
 
Farmer Problem 
 
There are no changes to the farmer problem rules, but we 
will attempt to broaden the scope of the farmer problem 
event, with less emphasis on agronomic crops, especially 
corn and soybeans. We are considering ideas such as 
forestry, riparian zones, turf/ornamental/garden, invasive 
weeds, and even organic production. 
 
We look forward to hosting the 2005 weed contest at 
Penn State. Coaches will be receiving the initial 
invitation and contest information soon. 
 
 

Washington D.C. Report 
 
 

Rob Hedberg 
Director of Science Policy 
 
The Noxious Weed Control Act of 2004, 
Not just a good idea, It’s the Law 

On October 30, 2004, President Bush took a little time 
out from the final moments of his reelection campaign to 
sign the Noxious Weed Control Act of 2004 (Public Law 
108-412).  This new law that was nearly five years in the 
making marks important progress for the many groups 
concerned with managing weeds of range and natural 
areas. 
 
This law was ultimately passed as an amendment to the 
Plant Protection Act of 2000.  It gives the Secretary of 
the Department of Agriculture authority to create two 
new funding programs of up to $7.5 million each.  One 
program will be a competitive grant program that 
provides cost share support to local weed management 
groups and the other program will use cooperative 
agreements to fund high priority or time sensitive 
projects such as rapid eradication of newly detected 
weed infestations.  Full text can be found at: 
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http://thomas.loc.gov by entering S.144.ENR. 
Many changes were made in this bill as it threaded its 
way through the legislative process.  One of these is that 
the authority was placed in the Department of 
Agriculture rather than the Department of the Interior.  
Another is that the authorized funding levels were 
reduced to $15 million a year rather than $100 million.  
This reduction was made in the final days of the 
legislative session solely to allow the bill to be passed on 
the House “Suspension Calendar”.  Bills that are voted 
on via this mechanism may not exceed specific preset 
spending levels. 
 
Most importantly, passage of this legislation indicates 
that success is possible when many groups work 
cooperatively. Several different congressional offices 
and committees invested significant time learning about 
weed management issues, listening to constituents and 
refining the bill.  Because these individuals now 
understand the severity of weed issues more clearly, 
further progress may come more easily. And of course 
there is still much more to do, including obtaining 
annual appropriations for the programs this law will now 
create. 

WSSA Comments on Open Access Publishing 
Momentum has been building for “open access” 
publishing for scientific literature over the past several 
years.   This new paradigm would substantially increase 
free access to published scientific literature by 
essentially eliminating subscription or fee based 
distribution of scientific articles and journals.  Instead 
authors would bear most (all) of the costs of publishing. 
Unfortunately these costs are substantial and are 
generally estimated to be in the range $1500 to $3000 
per article for scientific publications. 
 
As part of the “open access” movement there have been 
Congressional attempts to mandate that some or all 
federally supported research be freely available to the 
public through some variation of open access publishing. 
 In addition the National Institute of Health (NIH) 
proposed such a policy in mid September and opened a 
sixty public comment period to obtain input on the 
policy.  With over 6000 comments submitted, NIH got a 
bit more input than anticipated and is now trying to buy 
time to digest these comments before implementing their 
proposed new policy. 
 
WSSA submitted comments on this policy as did many 
other scientific societies that publish the core journals for 

their respective disciplines. The WSSA comments 
recommended that NIH postpone implementing the new 
policy because it would set a precedent that other federal 
science funding agencies would be compelled to follow. 
 The comments stated that such significant changes 
could be very disruptive of the business practices that 
have evolved to support scientific publishing and this 
disruption could in fact impede the rapid dissemination 
of new scientific information.  Copies of the WSSA 
comments on the proposed NIH open access policy are 
available on request. 
 
WSSA Comments on EPA’s Ecological Risk 
Assessment for Chlorsulfuron  
In mid September the EPA released their preliminary 
ecological risk assessment for chlorsulfuron herbicides 
and opened a sixty day public comment period on the 
assessment.  As would be expected for herbicides in this 
family the ecological risk evaluations were generally 
very favorable.  However, in regard to impacts on non-
target vegetation, the assessment yielded excessively 
high “risk quotients” (RQ’s).  
These risk quotients are designed to estimate risk by 
dividing the concentration of herbicide that is believed to 
cause adverse effects (known as the Level of Concern or 
LOC) by the anticipated environmental exposures. 
Within a suite of modeled scenarios these RQ’s were 
calculated to be in the hundreds, thousands and tens of 
thousands.  The highest risk estimates occurred with 
Threatened and Endangered (T&E) plant species because 
very low effect thresholds (5% change in measures such 
as seedling emergence or vegetative vigor) were used to 
determine the LOCs.  
 
It was important for WSSA to weigh in on this 
assessment because it has the potential to set precedent 
for future risk assessments for many other herbicides.  
One of the most ticklish aspects of the situation is that 
the EPA is now required to pay much closer attention to 
the effects their pesticide registration decisions may have 
on T&E species. Simultaneously there is much greater 
interest in using herbicides to manage weeds in range 
and natural areas where it is much more likely that T&E 
plant species will occur than in croplands. Finally, 
because herbicides are used to kill plants the operating 
assumption has been that they would have a negative 
impact on T&E plant species. 
 
In a nutshell, the WSSA comments expressed concern 
about the excessively high RQ’s that were calculated for 
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chlorsulfuron and that these high levels of calculated risk 
seemed inconsistent with actual results after over 20 
years of use on approximately 5 million acres per year.  
The comments recommended further refinements in the 
risk assessment including mitigating factors such as 
modern application technology, chemical selectivity and 
spatial or temporal separation between use sites and 
sensitive vegetation. WSSA also offered to help the 
agency identify additional technical expertise and 
published literature that will help them improve this 
assessment. Variations of this issue will be with us for a 
long time and it will be very important for members with 
specific expertise to work with EPA staff to help them 
interpret these complicated situations. Copies of the 
WSSA comments on chlorsulfuron are available on 
request.  
 
Herbicide Application Demonstration for Federal 
Agency Staff  
In mid November WSSA worked with a number of other 
organizations to hold a field demonstration of herbicide 
application techniques for federal agency staff that 
regularly consider herbicide registration packages and 
permitting applications.  The organizers for this event 
included WSSA, The Nature Conservancy, the National 
Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, BASF 
and DowAgro Science.  The objective was to help 
agency staff people recognize the significant 
improvements that have been made in herbicide 
application, specificity and selectivity for work in non-
crop settings. 
 
The application techniques that were demonstrated 
included aerial (helicopter) applications using 
sophisticated guidance and monitoring systems; aquatic 
applications for emerged and submerged vegetation; 
ground applied low volume foliar applications; ground 
applied selective foliar treatments; hack and squirt; basal 
bark and cut stump techniques.  Many thanks are due to 
the professional staff of Invasive Plant Control, Aquatic 
Nuisance Plant Control, Arborchem/Waldrum 
Specialties, and Summit Helicopters who did an 
excellent job demonstrating these techniques. 
 
Overall the day was a considerable success with 75 
attendees including representation from EPA, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the National Park Service, the 
USDA Forest Service and the National Invasive Species 
Council.  From comments during and after the program 
it was obvious that participants learned a great deal and 

that they will have a better sense of how herbicides are 
used and applied in non-crop environments.  They will 
also know additional resource people they can turn to 
with questions about herbicide use. 
 
Schroeder Participates in CoFARM Cong. Visits Day 
In late September, CoFARM (Coalition on Funding 
Agricultural Research Missions) held a Congressional 
Visits Day (CVD) in cooperation with the Biological and 
Ecological Science Coalition (BESC). The objective of 
the CVD was to help Congressional representatives and 
staffers appreciate the value of past investments in 
competitive research programs such as the NRI (National 
Research Initiative). 
 
The WSSA Board recommended that Jill Schroeder 
participate on behalf of WSSA based on the quality of 
her research, her record of service to the societies, and 
her ability to communicate well. Jill did an excellent job 
describing the importance of the work she has done on 
crop production systems in the arid Southwest with the 
NRI funding she has received. She was able to convey 
the fact that this funding helped local and regional 
growers, that it provided opportunities for students to get 
valuable training and that the work has global 
significance as well.  In total the CoFARM and BESC 
scientists who participated in the CVD event met with 
representatives from 26 congressional offices 
 

2005 Weed Science Field Days 
 

Dave Johnson, Committee Chair 
 Weed Science Field Days 

 
Location Date Host 
Painter, VA June 28   Virginia Tech 
Georgetown, DE June 29  Univ. of Delaware 
Wye, MD June 30 (am) Univ. of Maryland 
Beltsville, MD June 30 (pm) Univ. of Maryland 
Valatie, NY July 6 Cornell Univ. 
Landisville, PA July 7      Penn State Univ. 
Bridgeton, NJ July 8  Rutgers Univ. 
Rock Springs, PA July 12 Penn State Univ. 
Aurora, NY July 13 (pm)    Cornell Univ. 
Freeville, NY July 14 (am)    Cornell Univ. 
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Awards at the 59th Annual Meeting 
 

 
   David Vitolo received the Distinguished 

     Member Award. 
 

 
Tom Watschke received the Award of Merit. 

 

 
Tony DiTommaso (r) receives the Outstanding 

Educator Award from Scott Glenn. 
 

 

 
Brad Majek (l) receives the Outstanding 

Researcher Award from Scott Glenn. 
 

 
 

 
Henry Lohman, NY vegetable grower (pictured 
above with Mrs. Lohman), received a special 
presidential award honoring his consistent 
attendance at the NEWSS Annual Meeting (has 
missed only one meeting) since it's inception. 
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Awards Chairman Calls for Nominees 
 

Robin Bellinder 
Past President 
 
This is the first call for nominations for the 
following 2006 NEWSS awards: 
 
Distinguished Member Award 
Award of Merit 
Outstanding Educator 
Outstanding Researcher 

 
Nominations are due September 2005. Among the 
numerous members of our Society there are many 
potential candidates for these awards. Please think about 
your contacts within the Society and consider nominees 
for these awards. Send your nominations to Robin 
Bellinder, Awards Committee Chairperson. 
 
Our current Secretary-Treasurer, Brian Manley, has been 
transferred to an international assignment within 
Syngenta and we will need to elect a new person for this 
position at our next annual meeting. Please contact 
current EC members with possible suggestions to fill this 
position, or volunteer your services to the Society. 
 
Call for Vice-President Nominations 
 
The Executive Committee is requesting suggestions from 
the membership for nominations for the office of 
NEWSS Vice President. The Vice President serves as 
chairperson of the program committee and succeeds to 
the office of President Elect. By general rule, the Vice 
President at the 2006 meeting should be selected from 
members who are in the academic community.  
Nominations should be sent to the chairman of the 
nominating committee: 
 

Dave Mortensen 
  The Pennsylvania State University 
  422 Ag. Sci. & Ind. Building 
  University Park, PA 16802 
  Phone: 814-865-1906 
  Email: dam37@psu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WSSA Report 
 

Jeff Derr 
WSSA Representative 
 
The WSSA meeting at the Sheraton 
Waikiki was a success. There were 767 
registered for the meeting, which included 

approximately 200 spouses and 60 students. There were 
433 presentations, including 267 posters and 166 oral 
presentations. 
 
Future  meetings 
 
The 2006 WSSA meeting will be held February 13-17, 
2006 at the Marriott Marquis on Broadway in New York 
City. Note: The back of the 2005 WSSA program has 
incorrect dates for the meeting. Approximate room cost 
will be $175/night. This will be the 50th anniversary of 
WSSA, with special events being planned, including 
printing of a history for the Society. Roger Becker and 
Al Hamill are leading this effort. Plans are to have a 
room for old photos and other memorabilia. Each 
regional society has been asked to prepare a poster for 
this meeting. Any proposals for symposia funding for the 
2006 meeting need to go to Dale Shaner, program chair. 
 
The 2007 WSSA meeting will be in San Antonio at the 
Hyatt Regency Riverwalk. This is a very attractive 
location and is near the Alamo. Room night costs will be 
approximately $159 per night. Several sites are being 
considered for 2008, including Puerto Rico and Las 
Vegas. 
 
The APMS meets July 12-14, 2005 in San Antonio. The 
NCWSS will meet December 12-15, 2005 in Kansas 
City. The SWSS will meet January 23-26, 2006 in San 
Antonio. 
 
The 2008 International Weed Science Society meeting is 
scheduled for June 2008 in Vancouver; WSSA will be 
sponsoring this event. 
 
WSSA Graduate Student Organization 
 
A WSSA Graduate Student Organization has been 
formed, with a Constitution and Manual of Operating 
Procedures developed. Their president will serve as a 
representative to the WSSA board. Each regional society 
will have 2 representatives on the GSO board. The 
NEWSS graduate students will need to elect 2 members 
for the WSSA GSO board. 
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Director of Science Policy funding 
 
An important effort of the regional representatives, the 
Washington Liaison Committee, and the Treasurer of 
WSSA has been to develop a plan for future funding of 
the position held by Rob Hedberg. Rob has done an 
excellent job representing the weed science discipline in 
Washington D.C.  He is an employee of the WSSA, and 
the position is funded by the WSSA with financial 
support from all of the regional societies plus APMS.   
The funding plan put into place in 1999, however, no 
longer generates sufficient revenue to support this 
position, and a new plan has been proposed. The boards 
of the NEWSS and WSWS have approved the tentative 
plan. Once all participating societies have approved the 
plan, I will share the details with you. 

Harold Coble of the USDA Office of Pest 
Management Policy provides the Welcoming 
Address. 
 

 

 
 
 

Photos from the 59th

 NEWSS Annual Meeting  
Washington D.C. (Jan 3-6, 2005) 

 
 

 

Past President Scott Glenn presents awards. 
 

 

President-elect Tim Dutt opens the General Session. 
 
 

Award winners (l to r): Dave Vitolo (Distinguished  
Member), Brad Majek (Outstanding Researcher), Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Lohman (Special Award), Tony 
DiTomasso (Outstanding Educator). Not pictured: 
Tom Watschke (Award of Merit)
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Poster Session - Tuesday morning 
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General Session  

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSS President Robin Bellinder delivers her 
presidential address entitled (pick one) "Half Empty, 
Half Full" or "Room at the Top" or "These were the 
Best of Times and The Worst of Times" or "Doom 
and Gloom" or "Reinventing Weed Science"  during 
Tuesday morning's General Session. 
 

 

 

 
  

 

Sharlene Matten (US-EPA) gives the Keynote 
Address entitled "Pest Resistance Management, 
EPA's Experience and Perspective". 
 

 17



General Symposium 
 

 
President-Elect Bill Curran moderated the 
General   Symposium on Wednesday afternoon. 

 
 

 
General Symposium speakers: (l to r) M. VanGessel, 
E. Ekholm, C. Mallory-Smith, L. Glasgow, and B. 
Maxwell. Wednesday's General Symposium, "Status 
and Future of Herbicide-resistant Weeds" was well-
attended and precipitated a lively discussion. 
 

 
Current Status and Outlook 

C. Mallory-Smith, Oregon State University 
 

 

 
Management - What have we Learned? 

B. Maxwell, Montana State University 
 

 
Product Stewardship and Weed Resistance: A Basic 

Manufacturer's Perspective. 
L. Glasgow, Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc. 

 

 
Product Stewardship and Weed Resistance: A 

Distributor/Dealer's Perspective. 
E. Ekholm, UAP 
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Invasive Species Symposium 

 

 

 Is the Horse Leading a Stampede? Rob Hedberg, Director of Science Policy, organized 
a special symposium to address the challenges of 
managing invasive weed species under the 
constraints of the Endangered Species Act. The 
Tuesday afternoon symposium, entitled "Managing 
Invasive Species While Protecting Endangered 
Species" attracted a broad audience (thanks in part 
to our Washington D.C. venue) and was a 
tremendous success. Presenters graciously made 
their presentations available to the NEWSS, which 
may be downloaded at www.newss.org.  

M. VanGessel, University of Delaware 
 
 

Turfgrass Symposium 
 
 

 

 

 

Pete Dernoeden (3rd from left) assembled a highly 
successful turfgrass symposium on Wednesday 
morning entitled "Advances in Annual and 
Roughstalk Bluegrass Control in Golf Course Turf". 
Speakers included S. Zontek (USGA), T. Watschke 
(Penn State), J. Kaminski (Univ. Maryland), S. Askew 
(Virginia Tech), S. Hart (Rutgers Univ.), P. 
Landschoot (Penn State Univ.) Industry update 
presentations were provided by M. Agnew 
(Syngenta), J. Fausey (Valent), D. Riego (Monsanto), 
and D. Spak (Bayer). 

Symposium speakers: N. Jackson (consultant), D. 
Pyke (USGS), D. Grossman (NatureServe), S. Wilde 
(Univ. of SC), G. Brown (U.S. Dept. of Interior), R. 
Johnstone (IVM Partners), J. Schardt (FL-DEC), R. 
Lym (NDSU), and B. Smith (USDA). 

 
Burleson Smith, USDA 
Office of Pest 
Management Policy, 
leads a lively discussion 
immediately following the 
scheduled presentations 
during the invasive 
species symposium. 
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Annual Business Meeting 
 

 
President Robin Bellinder opens the Business 

Meeting on Wednesday afternoon. 
 

 
Secretary/Treasurer Brian Manley gives his annual 

report during the Business meeting. 
 

 
President Robin Bellinder passes the gavel to 

President-Elect Tim Dutt. 
 
 

 

 
President Tim Dutt honors Past President Robin 

Bellinder for her service to the NEWSS. 
 

 
President Tim Dutt moderates discussion of a 

resolution. 
 

 
Mark VanGessel, HRPC Chair, proposes a 

glyphosate-stewardship statement 
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Student Paper & Poster Sessions 
 Award Winners 

 

 
Jacob Barney (right) receives the 1st place award in 
the student paper contest from Gar Thomas of BASF. 
 

 
Steven Mirsky (right) receives the 2nd place award in 
the student paper contest from Gar Thomas of BASF. 
 

 
Amanda Shearin (right) receives the 1st place award 
in the poster contest from Paul Stachowski. 
 
 
 

 

 
Gerald Henry and Larissa Smith won 1st and 3rd place, 
respectively, in the photo contest. 
 

 
Randall Prostak (right) receives the 2nd place award in 
the photo contest from Grant Jordan. 
 

 
Amanda Shearin stands next her award-winning 
poster, "Cover Crop Management Impacts on the 

Weed Seed Predator Harpalus rufipes". 
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NEWSS & NE-ASHS Social Mixer 
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The NEWSS Past Presidents during their breakfast meeting at the 59th Annual Meeting. 

 

                                    
 

                                   
Cartoons courtesy of Robin Bellinder 
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