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Happy summer to you all, or what’s left of it. As seems to always be the case, the summer 
passes all too quickly. I hope your field season is coming along nicely, as many of you pre-
pare for the fall semester. I wanted to use this space to update you on a variety of society 
activities as we move into the fall.

We are just coming off the annual weed contest hosted by Syngenta Canada at their facil-
ity in Plattsville, Ontario. This was three years in the making after Covid thwarted both 
2020 and 2021. A major shout out to host Karrie Boucher and her team for an outstanding 
event that was extremely well organized, efficient, and challenging to the students. There 
were teams from seven universities in both graduate and undergraduate teams who were 
eager to participate in the events under beautiful weather. Congratulations to all of the 

winners and everyone who participated, as this has long been considered one of the signature events of our society. Also, a shoutout 
to the huge number (>70) of volunteers who are critical to pulling off this event. It was so great to see everyone again after a long 
delay.

The weed contest was also a little unusual this year in that we hosted an ad hoc “mini-meeting” as a partial student-focused make 
up for the cancelled 2022 NEPPSC meeting. We organized both a student paper and poster contest just as we would at the annual 
meeting and had six oral presentations and five posters. It was so great to see the students share their excellent work and get to 
network again. Congrats to the winners!

The board has reviewed two proposals that stem from the Future’s Committee that we will likely be bringing to the membership for 
a vote at our annual meeting. I will wait to share all of the details until our Fall NEWSSletter, but wanted to get this on your radar. 
One proposal will update the Weed Contest Committee in an effort to elevate this committee in the organization, as well as stream-
line finding future hosts and financing the event. The second proposal is a reorganization and streamlining of the Board. This has 
been a longtime coming as our membership has declined, but our board has not changed in step. The board intends to vote on both 
proposals in our fall meeting and put them for a membership-wide vote in our winter meeting. If approved in October by the Board, 
we will publish the proposals in our fall NEWSSletter for your review. Stay tuned!

Finally, the Program Committee has been working alongside the WSSA Program Committee planning our joint meeting to be held 
in Arlington, VA Jan 30 – Feb 2. Please find additional information on this important event elsewhere in the NEWSSletter. While 

Comments from the President
Jacob Barney

Jacob Barney
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this joint meeting will be more expensive than our traditional NEPPSC conference, you will have access to an enormous amount 
of content, colleagues, and events that will make attending more than worth it – especially after not seeing each other for so many 
years! Please consider attending.

Respectfully,
Jacob Barney

Past President’s Report
Caren A. Schmidt

What a thrill to be back with members and students of the NEWSS for the recent collegiate 
weeds contest in Ontario. In the making for three years, Syngenta Canada hosted a world 
class event. The students’ overwhelming consensus is that it was challenging, educational 
and FUN! Thanks to the hosts, the volunteers and the students and coaches for making 
this such a successful event. Also, thanks to Jacob, Lane and team for pulling together the 
mini-meeting of student paper and poster presentations – well done! 

As part of my Past-President responsibilities, I chair the Endowment Committee. We were 
able to meet earlier this year and had a chance to meet with our financial advisor, which 
was very informative for now and into the future. Our primary goal was to determine 
additional ways to disburse available monies from our Endowment Fund, in addition to the 

student writing contest. We came up with a list of ideas and voted. Stay tuned for more details on additional funding opportunities. 

My other primary responsibility as Past-President is to lead the Awards committee. Please consider nominating a colleague for an 
NEWSS awards. The NEWSS awards are The Fellow Award, Award of Merit, Outstanding Educator Award, Outstanding Researcher 
Award, Robert D. Sweet Outstanding Graduate Student Awards and M. Garry Schnappinger Service Recognition Award. Please find 
Awards Criteria on pages 10-12 of MOP (link here). Nominations are due October 14. Please email complete nomination packages 
to myself at caren.schmidt@basf.com. 

Best wishes for the remainder of 2022. I look forward to seeing many of you at the joint meeting with WSSA in Arlington, VA next 
January.  

Caren A. Schmidt

https://www.newss.org/wp-content/uploads/NEWSS_MOP_210104.pdf
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I’m writing this update as I return from a successful Weed Contest that was hosted 
by Syngenta Canada in Ontario.  I know both the students and NEWSS volunteers 
thoroughly enjoyed a much anticipated and overdue in-person Weed Contest.  The 
weather was perfect, and the students reported that the Contest was challenging and 
appreciated by all.  And a special thank you to Jacob Barney for organizing a ‘mini-
symposium’ for student papers and presentations prior to the start of the Contest.  This 
gave our students an opportunity to showcase their research in place of our normal 
Annual Meeting.  I know they appreciated the opportunity to get valuable feedback 
relative to their research efforts and win some monetary prizes.

We continue to work with the WSSA on planning our joint meeting in Alexandria, VA, 
January 30th to February 2, 2023.  There are several exciting symposiums planned and we are arranging some engaging social 
events.  Members of the WSSA and NEWSS EC will convene in VA later this month to hash out meeting details so please stay tuned 
for updates and meeting specifics.  

Enjoy what is left of summer and we look forward to seeing our NEWSS family in VA!

Vice President’s Report 
Erin Hitchner 

Erin Hitchner

Editor’s Report
Lane Heimer

A 2022 Northeastern Weed Science Society Proceedings will be available this Fall using the papers from the “mini-meeting” at the 
annual weed contest as well as the awards program from the cancelled January 2022 NEPPSC Meeting.

Proceedings will be available on the NEWSS website at: https://www.newss.org/publications/  

Lane Heimer
Washington County Weed Control
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Checking  

Savings

12 Month CD (Renewed)

Endowment Fund

Total Net Assets

Total Income to Date

Total Expenses to Date

2021-2022 Fiscal Year Net Gain

NEWSS Account Balances as of July 21, 2022
$58,493.08

$31,874.44

$50,465.83

$42,959.31 

$191,955.39

$24,056.34

$22.164.07

$1,892.27

Endowment 2021 Contributions  

Endowment 2022 Contributions to date

Disbursements

Beginning Account Value - 01 Nov, 2021

Fiscal Year to Date

Fund Balance - 21 July, 2022

NEWSS Education Fund Account Balance
$5,630.00

$6,700.00

$600.00

$49,970.79 

-($7,011.48)

$42,959.31

Mailing Address: NEWSS Treasurer, P.O. Box 303, King Ferry, NY 13081
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WSSA/ NEWSS Joint Annual Meeting 
Call for Papers

Good afternoon WSSA members, NEWSS members, and partners.

Attached is the 2023 Annual meeting Call for Papers for the Joint meeting with the Northeastern Weed Science Society in January, 
2023.

We are planning for a fully in-person event with no remote or hybrid options at this point.

You are invited to submit titles and abstracts for papers and posters to be presented at the WSSA/NEWSS Joint Meeting in 
Arlington, VA. Our meeting will be held from Monday, January 30, through Thursday, February 2. 

The title/author, abstract, and presentation submission site will be open September 6, 2022 and can be found at https://
www.weedscimeetingabstracts.com/.

DEADLINES FOR TITLES and AUTHOR, ABSTRACT, and PRESENTATION SUBMISSIONS

Abstract Titles and Author Information must be submitted electronically by October 31, 2022 to be considered. Those not 
submitted by this deadline will not be accepted. This deadline applies to student contests, volunteer oral papers, all posters, and 
symposia.

Abstract texts must be submitted by January 9th, 2023. The program will be posted on the WSSA website (http://www.wssa.net 
) and members will be informed when it is available.

WSSA will post and share more information as it becomes available and we look forward to seeing you in 2023 for our full in 
person event.

View the Call for Papers

https://www.weedscimeetingabstracts.com/
https://www.weedscimeetingabstracts.com/
http://www.wssa.net 
https://pennstateoffice365-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mcl222_psu_edu/Ef0wHVPCfWFLmg5naqPtfA0Bh4PyodZE8GXq3h5JRV3TiA?e=yRkRS7
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2022 NEWSS Student Writing Contest
Art Gover

This year marks the second official implementation of the NEWSS Student Writing Contest. As past-Past President, I have the 
privilege of being Chair of the judging committee this year. The NEWSS Student Writing Contest was created to provide NEWSS 
students the opportunity to engage the challenge of explaining a weed science topic to a defined audience in an extremely finite 
number of pages. The contestants get peer-review feedback, and the winners get their submissions posted on the NEWSS website 
and credit for a reviewed paper on their CV.

If you would like an exit ramp from this narrative to the MOP addenda that describe the objectives, judging criteria, and entry 
forms, go to this link and check out MOP Addenda 13 and 13b. To re-read the winners of the 2021 contest, follow this link to view 
the first and second place winners for the Ph.D. and M.S. contestants.

If you’re still reading, here are a few bullet points to summarize the process.

• Entries are due October 1, 2022, and must comply with the contest rules as described in the links above, which will detail the 
length (five pages max), and the need to specify the audience. Submit the entries to me at aeg2@psu.edu, and to NEWSS President 
Jacob Barney at jnbarney@vt.edu. The judges will review entries by October 30, and revisions will be due by November 30.

• Critical point – the awards are based on the first submitted draft. The judges will provide edits for all entries, and it is possible 
that some entries will be selected for posting on the NEWSS website based on the final quality of the submission, even if they did 
not place in the contest. So, if your M.O. is passable draft and masterful revision, run it by someone critical and revise it before 
submitting for the contest.

• There is an M.S. and Ph.D. category for the contest.

• In addition to glory, critical review, and a publicly accessible version of your work, the contest features monetary awards courtesy 
of the NEWSS Endowment Committee. The award amount is determined annually, but current MOP has $200 for first place and 
$100 for second in both the Ph.D. and M.S. categories.

• If the posted contest rules still leave you with questions, do not hesitate to contact me.

https://www.newss.org/about/
https://www.newss.org/about/awards/
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CAST Update - August 2022
Anthony Witcher, CAST Representative

50th Anniversary. In 2022, CAST is celebrating 50 years as a trusted source of credible, science-based information around food 
and agriculture. A commemorative publication was released last November to celebrate its history, emphasize impacts, and pro-
vide prospective for the future of the organization. https://www.cast-science.org/publication/celebrating-50-years-as-the-trust-
ed-source-for-agricultural-science-and-technology/

New Paper Release. In January, CAST published Goals, Strengths, and Limitations Governing the Use of Life Cycle Assessment 
(LCA) In Food and Agriculture. Life cycle assessment is a method to identify all the inputs and outputs necessary to make a prod-
uct and quantify the associated environmental and socioeconomic impacts. Use of these concepts and methods have emerged in 
agriculture over the past 25 years. https://www.cast-science.org/publication/goals-strengths-and-limitations-governing-the-use-
of-life-cycle-assessment-lca-in-food-and-agriculture/

Borlaug CAST Communication Award. In May, Dr. Martin Wiedmann was announced as the 2022 recipient of the Borlaug CAST 
Communication Award. Dr. Wiedmann is Professor in Food Safety and Food Science in the College of Agriculture & Life Sci-
ences at Cornell University. https://www.cast-science.org/martin-wiedmann-announced-as-the-2022-borlaug-cast-communi-
cation-award-recipient/

New CAST President-Elect. In June, Dr. J. Alex Thomasson was elected CAST President-Elect for 2022-2023. Dr. Thomasson is 
the Head of the Mississippi State University Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering, has worked on CAST’s Plant 
Agriculture and Environmental Issues work group, and been involved in writing two CAST Issue Papers.

Annual Report. The CAST 2021 Annual Report was released in April and can be found at: https://www.cast-science.org/about/
annual-reports/.

Plant Agriculture and Environmental Issues Work Group (PWG) Update. The PWG meets monthly to discuss the status of 
current writing projects and to consider new proposals. There are approximately 15 active proposals (in varying stages of comple-

https://www.cast-science.org/publication/celebrating-50-years-as-the-trusted-source-for-agricultural-science-and-technology/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/celebrating-50-years-as-the-trusted-source-for-agricultural-science-and-technology/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/goals-strengths-and-limitations-governing-the-use-of-life-c
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/goals-strengths-and-limitations-governing-the-use-of-life-c
https://www.cast-science.org/martin-wiedmann-announced-as-the-2022-borlaug-cast-communication-award-
https://www.cast-science.org/martin-wiedmann-announced-as-the-2022-borlaug-cast-communication-award-
https://www.cast-science.org/about/annual-reports/
https://www.cast-science.org/about/annual-reports/
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tion) under consideration by the PWG. Four of the proposals rank as high priority and include: Precision Irrigation Management, 
Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB), RNAi Technology, and Intensification of Agriculture.

Submit an Idea. If you have a topic/issue of national interest that CAST should address, please forward to me (awitcher@tnstate.
edu). I will propose the topic to the PWG and if selected it may become a future CAST.

Thank you for the opportunity to represent NEWSS at CAST!

Fellow Graduate Students,

As field season begins to taper off, I hope all data is collected and you are getting some time to relax. However, do not put off ana-
lyzing data as title submission for the annual meeting joint with WSSA will be approaching soon! The graduate student events will 
be joint with WSSA so there will be good opportunities to network with colleagues outside of our society. Mark your calendars for 
the deadlines and check the website often for updates, we will be posting some resources soon.

This year’s weed contest was hosted by Syngenta in Plattsville, ON. Overall, students were faced with another challenging but fair 
contest in Canada. Thanks again to all the coaches, students, and volunteers that make this contest a valuable learning experience 
and a great networking event!

Here is to a good remainder of the field season and a good off-season of office work!

Graduate Student Report
Eric Jones
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Washington Report
Lee Van Wychen

2022 Science Policy Fellow: 
Taylor Randell

The Weed Science Policy 
Fellowship program is a unique 
opportunity for graduate students 
to assist me in my role as Executive 
Director of Science Policy for 
WSSA while gaining experience 
dealing with a broad array of 
weed science policy issues. Our 
first of two Science Policy Fellows 
for 2022 is Taylor Randell at the 
University of Georgia.

Taylor is a third year Ph.D. student at the University of Georgia 
studying under the direction of Dr. Stanley Culpepper. Her 
dissertation research is focused primarily on weed management 
in cotton and vegetable production systems, along with 
quantifying PPO-resistance in Georgia Palmer amaranth. Prior to 
her Ph.D. work, she received a B.S. in Agriculture from Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College and an M.S. in Crop and Soil 
Science from the University of Georgia. Growing up on a family 
farm in Florida, Taylor understands the difficulties farmers face, 
especially with growing crops in complex production systems. 
She is passionate about learning more about science policy in 
order to help farmers navigate these challenges, while remining 
economically and environmentally sustainable. Taylor is 
grateful for the ability to participate in the WSSA Science Policy 
Fellowship this year, and for the exposure and opportunities it 
provides.

FY 2023 Ag Research Budget Status

On June 23, the House Appropriations Committee approved its FY 
2023 agriculture spending bill, H.R. 8239. The legislation includes 
$27.2 billion in discretionary funding for USDA, FDA and related 
programs. Of this total, $3.6 billion would be targeted to agricultural 
research programs. The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) would 
receive $1.8 billion (+3 percent), and the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA) would get $1.8 billion (+9 percent) in the 
House’s bill. The Senate will begin marking up their fiscal 2023 bills 
after the July Fourth recess.  

The six National and Regional Weed Science Societies have joined 
many other scientific societies and organizations in supporting the 
USDA AFRI Competitive Grants Program at its authorized level of 
$700 million in FY 2023.  

Read the AFRI Coalition Letter: https://wssa.net/wp-content/
uploads/FY23-AFRI-Coalition-Letter-final.pdf 

Likewise, the six National and Regional Weed Science Societies 
joined 50 other stakeholder organizations in urging House and 
Senate Appropriators to provide at least $1.9 billion for salaries and 
expenses at USDA-ARS in FY 2023. Included in this joint request is 
$112 million for the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility (NBAF) 
and $15 million for the new Big Data Initiative at ARS. 

Read the ARS support letter: https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/
FY23-ARS-support-letter.pdf 

Senate Confirms USDA REE Under Secretary Chavonda 
Jacobs-Young

On June 7, the Senate confirmed Dr. Chavonda Jacobs-Young to serve 
as Under Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics at USDA. 

Taylor Randell 

https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/FY23-AFRI-Coalition-Letter-final.pdf 
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/FY23-AFRI-Coalition-Letter-final.pdf 
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/FY23-ARS-support-letter.pdf 
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/FY23-ARS-support-letter.pdf 
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Jacobs-Young was previously the 
administrator of the Agriculture 
Research Service, first appointed in 
February 2014.  

Jacobs-Young is a native of 
Augusta, GA and earned a B.S. in 
paper science and engineering 
in 1989 from NC State. She also 
earned her M.S. in wood and paper 
science in 1992 and her Ph.D in 
paper science from NC State. After 
completion of her Ph.D, she worked 
as an Assistant Professor of Paper 

Science and Engineering at the University of Washington from 
1995 until 2002 when she joined USDA. She also worked as a 
senior policy analyst for agriculture in the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy.

Toombs Appointed Acting 
USDA-NIFA Director

Dionne Toombs has been appointed 
to serve as Acting Director of USDA 
NIFA following the departure of 
Carrie Castille. With over a decade 
of USDA service, Dr. Toombs has 
significantly contributed to USDA’s 
agricultural research, education, 
and Extension services while 
serving in various leadership roles. 
Most recently, she was Director of 
the Office of the Chief Scientist 
(OCS). She served as the head of the Division of Nutrition at NIFA 
and as the National Program Leader (NPL) for the Agriculture 
Food and Research Initiative. Prior to serving as NPL, Dr. Toombs 

was a Program Specialist for Food 
Science and Nutrition at the former 
USDA Cooperative State Research 
Education and Extension Service, 
now NIFA.

New Head of USDA-APHIS PPQ

Dr. Mark Davidson was appointed 
Deputy Administrator for APHIS 
Plant Protection and Quarantine 
(PPQ) in May 2022. APHIS PPQ’s 
primary role is to safeguard U.S. 
agriculture and natural resources 
against the entry, establishment, and spread of economically and 
environmentally significant pests and diseases and facilitates the 
safe global trade of agricultural products.

Before joining APHIS in 1998, Davidson spent two years with 
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service. Then, after joining 
APHIS, he spent 19 years with Veterinary Services (VS) in various 
positions in the field, their regional office in Fort Collins, CO, 
and in Riverdale, MD. Davidson has a D.V.M. and master’s degree 
in veterinary pathology from Auburn University and a B.S. in 
agriculture from Western Kentucky University.

Monarch Numbers Increase 

The numbers are in and they are much greater – 2.84 hectares 
– than predicted. Experts were predicting as few as 0.8 hectares 
of monarchs overwintering due to the anticipated impact of the 
drought in much of the Upper Midwest last summer, the extreme 
temperatures in July and August in that region, and the later than 
average migration

Read more from Chip Taylor, Monarch Watch Blog: https://

Chavonda Jacobs-Young 

Dionne Toombs

Mark Davidson 

https://monarchwatch.org/blog/2022/05/24/monarch-numbers-in-mexico-predictions-and-reality/ 
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monarchwatch.org/blog/2022/05/24/monarch-numbers-in-
mexico-predictions-and-reality/ 

IR-4 Project Announces Winners of the 2022 SOAR Award

The SOAR Award honors external partners who exemplify the 
areas of Service, Outreach, Altruism, and Research (SOAR), while 
supporting specialty crop growers and the mission of the IR-4 
Project. This year’s winners have made significant impacts to 
their individual research areas and the specialty crop industry 
as a whole.

Dr. Stanley Culpepper – Professor and Extension Weed 
Scientist, University of Georgia
   

Dr. Stanley Culpepper with the 
University of Georgia was selected 
as a recipient of the SOAR Award 
for his commitment to the future 
of agriculture in the state of 
Georgia and throughout the 
country.

• Service: Dr. Culpepper goes 
beyond his research and extension 
duties to engage in policy actions 
on the state and national level 
that have led to the approval of 
needed pest management tools 

for specialty crop growers; 

• Outreach: Dr. Culpepper has shown consistent dedication to 
educating the agricultural community about the work of the 
IR-4 Project; 

• Altruism: Dr. Culpepper grew up on a farm and has a deep 
understanding of the challenges specialty crop growers and family 
farms face. He uses this unique perspective to fuel his passion for 
the future of agriculture; and
 
• Research: Dr. Culpepper’s countless research trials and data 
reports, along with his willingness to conduct trials for IR-4, 
have generated necessary data for 
numerous label expansions. 

Ann George – Director Emeritus, 
Hop Growers of America

Ann George with Hop Growers of 
America was selected as a recipient 
of the SOAR Award for her service to 
the domestic hop industry and her 
commitment to meeting the needs 
of specialty crop growers. 

• Service: George is a founding 
member of the IR-4 Commodity 
Liaison Committee (CLC) and is known for her stellar work ethic 
and overall knowledge of the specialty crop industry; 

• Outreach: In addition to her work on the CLC, George has also 
served on the board of the Washington State Commission on 
Pesticide Regulation since its inception in 1995; 

• Altruism: George is a respected source of information among her 
peers and is always willing to lend a hand and answer questions, 
volunteer her time and serve as a mentor; and 

• Research: George manages the U.S. Hops Industry Plant 
Protection Committee and works with growers, commodity groups, 

Stanley Culpepper

Ann George

https://monarchwatch.org/blog/2022/05/24/monarch-numbers-in-mexico-predictions-and-reality/ 
https://monarchwatch.org/blog/2022/05/24/monarch-numbers-in-mexico-predictions-and-reality/ 
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Robert Bonnie 

brewers, and more to identify funds for needed research. 

Dr. Joseph Neal – Professor of 
Weed Science and Extension 
Specialist, NC State University

Dr. Joseph Neal with NC State 
University was selected as a 
recipient of the SOAR Award 
for his commitment to solving 
pest management problems for 
ornamental and landscape growers. 

• Service: Dr. Neal has been an active 
participant in IR-4’s environmental 
horticulture and biopesticide 
programs for more than 25 years, 

working closely with various stakeholders and government entities 
to advance the needs of specialty crop growers;  

• Outreach: Dr. Neal consistently educates commodity groups and 
clientele about the mission of the IR-4 Project; 

• Altruism: Dr. Neal is committed to the welfare 
of others, both professionally and personally, 
through measures such as mentoring extension 
agents and specialists; and
 
• Research: Dr. Neal has worked on several research 
projects of regional and national importance that 
contributed data to most herbicides currently 
labeled for use on nursery and landscape plantings. 

Dr. Edward Peachey – Associate Professor, 
Oregon State University

  
Dr. Ed Peachey with Oregon State University was selected as 
a recipient of the SOAR Award for his service to specialty crop 
growers in the state of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest. 

• Service: Dr. Peachey actively voices the needs of Oregon 
farmers through his role as the state liaison for IR-4; 

• Outreach: Dr. Peachey has built a reputation among 
growers as a reliable and knowledgeable source for 
identifying pest management problems and investigating 
solutions; 

• Altruism: Dr. Peachey is dedicated to solving pest 
management problems and has taken on any tasks necessary 
to make a significant number of product registrations a 
reality; and 

• Research: Dr. Peachey has an extensive research record, 
including undertaking approximately 80 weed science and 
entomology IR-4 studies that have directly contributed to 

new or expanded labels. 

Weed Science Societies Support BLM’s 
Intent to Approve Eight Herbicides

The presidents of the National and Regional Weed 
Science Societies submitted a joint letter to the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) supporting 
their notice of intent to prepare a Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for 
approval and use of aminocyclopyrachlor; 
clethodim; fluazifop-p-butyl; flumioxazin; 
imazamox; indaziflam; oryzalin; and trifluralin 
on public lands.  

Joseph Neal

Edward Peachey
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Read the letter of support: https://wssa.net/wp-content/
uploads/Support-for-BLM-NOI-to-Prepare-PEIS-8-Herbicides_
May-3-2022.pdf 

Do You Suffer From “Plant Blindness”?

Can you recall any of the plants you saw today? As weed 
scientists, hopefully yes!  But there is a shortage of botanists 
and other experts with knowledge of plant ID.  

To read more, please see “Botanists are disappearing – just when 
the world needs them most” by Annika Geijer-Simpson:
https://theconversation.com/botanists-are-disappearing-just-
when-the-world-needs-them-most-186849 

Say Sooey to Palmer Pigweed

WSSA’s first Excellence in Journalism award winner, Pam Smith, 
with DTN Progressive Farmer, wrote an excellent article on how 
to identify Palmer amaranth, agriculture’s most troublesome 
weed, from some of its other Amaranthus cousins.  

Read more: https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/crops/
article/2022/08/01/time-sort-aggressive-palmer-amaranth 

2023 Farm Bill

We have worked with the NAISMA legislative committee to 
advance four invasive species policies for the 2023 Farm Bill.  

See: https://naisma.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022NI-
SAW_positionpaper_FarmBill.pdf 

Our top recommendation is to update the definition of plant pest 

to include all noxious weeds, not just parasitic plants.  Currently, 
under 7 USC 104 Section 7702: the term “plant pest” means any 
living stage of any of the following that can directly or indirectly 
injure, cause damage to, or cause disease in any plant or plant 
product:
 
(A) A protozoan.
(B) A nonhuman animal.
(C)  A parasitic plant noxious weed
(D) A bacterium.
(E) A fungus.
(F) A virus or viroid.
(G) An infectious agent or other pathogen.
(H) Any article similar to or allied with any of the articles specified 
in the preceding
subparagraphs.
 
NISAW: February 20-26, 2023

National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW) will be digital 
again next year according to NAISMA. If you have topics or issues 
of concern, or would like to help plan next year’s NISAW, please let 
me know. Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net 

Meetings of the National and Regional Weed Science 
Societies

Dec. 5 - 8, 2022 
North Central Weed Science Society (NCWSS), St. Louis, MO 
www.ncwss.org

Jan. 23 - 26, 2023  
Southern Weed Science Society (SWSS), Baton Rouge, LA 
www.swss.ws

https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/Support-for-BLM-NOI-to-Prepare-PEIS-8-Herbicides_May-3-2022.pdf 
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/Support-for-BLM-NOI-to-Prepare-PEIS-8-Herbicides_May-3-2022.pdf 
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/Support-for-BLM-NOI-to-Prepare-PEIS-8-Herbicides_May-3-2022.pdf 
https://theconversation.com/botanists-are-disappearing-just-when-the-world-needs-them-most-186849 
https://theconversation.com/botanists-are-disappearing-just-when-the-world-needs-them-most-186849 
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/crops/article/2022/08/01/time-sort-aggressive-palmer-amaran
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/crops/article/2022/08/01/time-sort-aggressive-palmer-amaran
https://naisma.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022NISAW_positionpaper_FarmBill.pdf 
https://naisma.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022NISAW_positionpaper_FarmBill.pdf 
http://www.ncwss.org
http://www.swss.ws
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Jan. 30 - Feb. 2, 2023  
Northeastern Weed Science Society (NEWSS), Arlington, VA
 www.newss.org

Jan. 30 - Feb. 2, 2023  
Weed Science Society of America (WSSA), Arlington, VA 
www.wssa.net 

Feb. 27 – Mar 2, 2023 
Western Society of Weed Science (WSWS), Boise, ID 
www.wsweedscience.org

WSSA Report
Steve Pyle, WSSA Representative

The Weed Science Society of America (WSSA) Board of Directors met  in Arlington, VA for 
its summer meeting on August 24th and 25th, 2022.  The meeting was held at the Crystal 
Gateway Marriott, venue for the joint WSSA/NEWSS annual meeting January 30 through 
February 2, 2023.  

Several details of interest:

• Student papers and contest for NEWSS students will continue as normal.  Please watch 
for the annual Call for Papers which will be communicated very soon.

• Traditional NEWSS Desert Social will continue on Wednesday of the meeting, albeit a much larger venue and number of attendees.

• Details for possible “behind the scenes” tours on Sunday and/or Monday morning in conjunction with the joint WSSA/NEWSS 
Annual Conference are being settled with hosts.

Steve Pyle

Jul. 24 - 27, 2023  
Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS), Indianapolis, 
IN 
www.apms.org

Lee Van Wychen, Ph.D.                      
Executive Director of Science Policy
National and Regional Weed Science Societies
Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net 
202-746-4686

http://www.newss.org
http://www.wssa.net  
http://www.wsweedscience.org
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/cmFQC6XXKcrqYWA8upJmPT
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/cmFQC6XXKcrqYWA8upJmPT
http://www.apms.org
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 o US Botanical Gardens 

 o Smithsonian Gardens 

• Key Note Speaker – Jake Li, USEPA Political Lead

• Symposia

 o Endangered Species Act: A Workshop to Determine How the WSSA Can Provide Useful Science-based Information to    
 Regulators
 
 o Novel Technology for Weed Management: An Update on WSSA Member Activities from Around the US

 o Crop-Weed Management in a Rising CO2 and Warming World

 o The Good, the Bad and the Ugly – The Current State of Cover Crops and Weed Management

 o WSSA Research Priorities Survey Results: 13 Federal Agency Perspectives and Funding Opportunities

• Future joint meetings

 o 2024 SWSS/WSSA San Antonio, TX

 o 2025 CWSS/WSSA Vancouver, BC 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Steve Pyle, WSSA Representative
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John Peppers
First Place

Virginia Tech

Sophie Westbrook
Second Page

Cornell University

Paper Award Winners
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Matthew Spoth
Second Place
Virginia Tech

Laurel Wellman
First Place

Penn State University

Poster Award Winners
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2022 Weed Science Contest

Wednesday, July 27, 2022 at the Honeywood Research Facility in Plattsville, Ontario, Canada. The 
contest was sponsored by Syngenta Canada, Inc. in collaboration with the University of Guelph.

Watch the Video: https://www.realagriculture.com/media/rav-62e990101d0dc.html

https://www.realagriculture.com/media/rav-62e990101d0dc.html
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Third Place Undergraduate Team
Guelph University

Winning Undergraduate Teams

First Place Undergraduate Team
Cornell University

Second Place Undergraduate Team
Guelph University
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First Place Undergraduate
Megan Wittmeyer

Individual Undergraduate Winners

Second Place Undergraduate
Karen Reymar
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Second Place Graduate Team 
North Carolina State University

Third Place Graduate Team
 Penn State 

Winning Graduate Teams

First Place Graduate Team
Virginia Tech
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Individual Graduate Winners

Third Place Graduate Student 
Luiz Augusto

Penn State

Second Place Graduate
Matt Spoth

Virginia Tech

First Place Graduate Student
Eli Russell

Virginia Tech






