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I hope everyone has had a good winter season and are looking forward to a new growing 
season. I for one am decompressing from the winter Extension circuit and reflecting back 
on the annual meeting. The joint meeting with WSSA was held in Arlington, VA January 
30 to February 2nd, and was quite a return back to in-person meetings. The meeting was 
well attended, with 98 NEWSS members and a total of 496 at the entire conference. While 
the venue and the location were convenient to many in the society, I am sure the cost 
impacted the overall attendance. The meeting was chock full of excellent symposia and 
sessions. The program committee led by Carroll Mosely worked diligently to accommo-
date and fit in as many components to the traditional meetings as we could. The feedback 
I have received was positive overall, but I also heard that it will be nice to get back into a 
smaller venue and get back to our more intimate style of meeting that we are used to. I 

know I speak for Carroll when I say we appreciate all the hard work and support from the Committee and Section chairs who helped 
make the meeting a success, although many sections were handled by the WSSA chair. 

The keynote speaker was Jake Li, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Pesticide Programs with the US EPA. This set the tone for sev-
eral of the symposia discussing current and future directions for pesticide regulation, government programs, and new technologies 
for managing weeds. We were able to have a stand-alone student contest, with over 22 oral presentations. It was encouraging to see 
the number and quality of student presentations at the meeting, the strength of a society can be measured by the strength of its 
students. 

Along those lines, I would like to remind everyone that the Weed Contest this year will be part of the National Weed Science Com-
petition hosted by Bayer CropScience in Union City, TN. The dates are July 25th – 27th, with the plan to arrive on July 25th and the 
contest taking place on the 26th. The official rules are on the WSSA website. Of special note, the deadline to RSVP a team is March 
25, so coaches start your planning now! 

Finally, I want to remind everyone that we will be working to enact the changes to the by-laws that were voted on at the meeting. 
Bear with us as we restructure and work out the new duties as amended. I want to thank the Executive Committee and the Board for 
their hard work and dedication getting this past meeting together and as we move forward. A special thanks to Jacob Barney, Past 
President, for shepherding us through the challenges faced in a second virtual meeting, planning a modified meeting at the Weed 

Comments from the President
Wes Everman

Wes Everman
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Contest last summer, and supporting the society through the past year. It is a difficult enough job when everything is running normal-
ly, and he made it look easy with the added challenges.

In closing, I feel privileged and honored to serve as your president for 2023. I hope to uphold the high standards set before me and 
represent this amazing society throughout the year. I am hopeful everyone has a great year, you remain healthy and happy, and have 
a productive research season!

Regards, 
Wes Everman

Passing of gavel to Wes Everman at Annual Meeting
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Past President’s Report
Jacob Barney

We finally did it – we met in person for the first time in three long years! And what a meeting 
it was. You could just feel the energy in the hallways, socials, and sessions. Everyone 
was delighting in seeing our colleagues again. Meeting with WSSA provided NEWSS a 
unique opportunity in location, size, scope, and meeting new colleagues from across the 
US, Canada, and beyond. Despite the higher cost, NEWSS had a very good showing. Final 
numbers are still being determined, but overall we met our goals of regular, student, and 
sustaining memberships.

NEWSS brought the Desert Social to WSSA, and it was a major hit. I heard from several 
higher ups at WSSA that it exceeded their expectations and they will consider making 

this a permanent part of the WSSA meetings! Kudos to Renee Keese who has led fundraising for this event since its inception. The 
Endowment Committee raised a great deal of funds that night as well – special shout out to that group!

For those that didn’t make the meeting, I want to keep you in the loop on society business. As you’ll recall from previous NEWSSletters 
we are adopting changes to the board composition and structure. The membership voted unanimously to approve these changes to 
the ByLaws at the business meeting, which I will now begin incorporating into the MOPs for implementation in 2024. Stay tuned for 
more details as we proceed.

It has been my great honor to serve this society as President! I have quite literally grown up in the society, since my first meeting 
in 2000. I cherish my friendships, colleagues, and support this tremendous organization has provided me, and look forward to 
continuing to serve you as Past President. See you all at the National Weed Contest this summer!

Respectfully,
Jacob Barney

Jacob Barney
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Welcome spring! Although it doesn’t quite feel like winter actually made an appearance 
this year.  I was disappointed not to be able to attend the joint WSSA/NEWSS meeting in 
Arlington, VA this year, however, I did hear that the content presented was thoroughly 
enjoyed and members appreciated the opportunity to meet and engage in person with 
both NEWSS and the WSSA.

I am looking forward to our NEWSS meeting in 2024 and am in the process of identifying 
a meeting location that will allow for the dissemination of great scientific information 
and provided plenty of opportunities for social engagement as NEWSS reconvenes in 
person. It has been a number of years since NEWSS held a meeting north of Philadelphia, 
so my goal is to identify a location that will allow us to bring the meeting closer to some 

of our northern NEWSS members.  The meeting will take place between January 8-11, 2024, with Monday afternoon beginning with 
committee meetings followed by a reception. Tuesday through Thursday will include poster sessions, Symposia, breakout sessions 
and other appealing activities. As a reminder to our Section Chairs from our cancelled 2022 meeting, those positions will roll over 
to our 2024 meeting.  I have provided a list for each section below. I will be working closely with the Program Committee in the next 
few months to discuss the specific format and events of the 2024 meeting. I am looking forward to planning this meeting and hope 
to see many of you at the Weed Olympics this summer! 

Agronomic Crops

• Vijay Singh – Chair
• Ramon Leon – Chair-Elect

Turf and Ornamentals

• Matt Elmore – Chair

President Elect’s Report 
Erin Hitchner

Erin Hitchner
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Current membership is 63 regular members and 32 student members for a total of 95 members. This number is artificially low 
because during the registration process for the 2023 WSSA/NEWSS joint meeting, many NEWSS members did not select NEWSS 
registration as part of the registration process. This includes 7 regular and 13 students who were NEWSS members in 2022 and 
attended the WSSA/NEWSS joint meeting. An additional 40 people who were members in 2022 but did not attend the joint WSSA/
NEWSS meeting are also not counted in this total. Those who are NEWSS members for 2023 are in the process of being contacted, 
check your email inbox. The 2022 members who are not 2023 members will also be contacted so they can renew membership. A 
more accurate count of members will be available in the next newsletter.

Membership Report
Matt Elmore

• David Hillger – Chair-Elect

Fruit, Vegetable and Herb Crops

• Kurt Vollmer – Chair
• Roger Batts – Chair-Elect
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Checking  

Savings

12 Month CD

Endowment Fund

Total Net Assets

NEWSS Account Balances as of March 1, 2023
$51,599.36

$31,876.28

$50,680.21

$49,690.39 

$183,846.24

Treasurer’s Report
Larissa Smith

Larissa Smith

I was disappointed to miss the annual meeting. However, I am told it was a productive 
and enjoyable opportunity to meet with our national colleagues.  Data regarding 
meeting financials is still forthcoming and will be reported in the Summer Newsletter. 
It was another excellent year for Endowment Fund contributions.  Thank you to 
everyone that donated this year!  Once all donations are processed, charitable 
contribution letters for the 2023 tax year will be e-mailed in the coming weeks. 

If you were unable to attend the meeting but would still like to be a NEWSS Member, 
annual membership dues can be processed at: https://www.newss.org/membership/
sign-up-or-renew-membership/

Mailing Address:
NEWSS Treasurer
P.O. Box 303
King Ferry, NY 13081

Questions? Please contact larissa.smith@syngenta.com

https://www.newss.org/membership/sign-up-or-renew-membership/ 
https://www.newss.org/membership/sign-up-or-renew-membership/ 
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New CAST Leadership. CAST announced that Dr. Chris Boomsma will be the next Executive Vice President and Chief Executive 
Officer (EVP/CEO). Kent Schescke, the current EVP/CEO, will retire at the end of August after eight successful years with CAST. 
More details at https://www.cast-science.org/cast-announces-dr-chris-boomsma-as-next-evp-ceo/

What is CAST? Some of you may not be familiar with CAST, the Council for Agricultural Science and Technology.  CAST was es-
tablished in 1972 and is a nonprofit group composed of scientific societies and many scientific/professional societies, universities, 
nonprofit organizations, companies, and individuals. Its primary purpose is to assemble, interpret, and communicate credible, 
balanced, science-based information to policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public. There are three different work 
groups and we participate in the Plant Agriculture and Environmental Issues Work Group (PWG). NEWSS pays an annual member-
ship to CAST, which enables us to have a representative on the Board of Directors.

Become a Member.  Students can join for FREE.  For others, $100 gets you an individual membership and helps to support the 
great work that CAST does on behalf of agriculture. 

What’s in it for me? 1) You’ll receive Friday Notes—CAST’s weekly signature newsletters. 2) With every publication release, you 
may request one free printed copy of new Issue Papers, Special Publications, and Task Force Reports. You will also have online 
access to all CAST publications and archived issues of Friday Notes. 3) Recognition of your support is listed in the CAST Annual Re-
port.  4) Since CAST is 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, your membership contribution may qualify as a charitable contribution 
under IRS guidelines.  Don’t forget, students can join for FREE!

Plant Agriculture and Environmental Issues Work Group (PWG) Update. The PWG meets monthly to discuss the status of 
current writing projects and to consider new proposals. There are approximately 15 active proposals (in varying stages of comple-
tion) under consideration by the PWG. Four of the proposals rank as high priority and include: Precision Irrigation Management, 
Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB), RNAi Technology, and Intensification of Agriculture.

Recent CAST Publications include:

• Zoonotic Diseases in Animal Agriculture and Beyond: A One Health Perspective
• Goals, Strengths and Limitations Governing the Use of Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) in Food and Agriculture
• Gains Foregone by Going GMO Free: Potential Impacts on Consumers, the Environment, and Agricultural Producers

CAST Update - February 2023
Anthony Witcher, CAST Representative

https://www.cast-science.org/cast-announces-dr-chris-boomsma-as-next-evp-ceo/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/zoonotic-diseases-in-animal-agriculture-and-beyond-a-one-health-persepective/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/goals-strengths-and-limitations-governing-the-use-of-life-cycle-assessment-lca-in-food-and-agriculture/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/gains-foregone-by-going-gmo-free-potential-impacts-on-consumers-the-environment-and-agricultural-producers/
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• Celebrating 50 Years as the Trusted Source for Agricultural Science and Technology
• The Role of Agricultural Science and Technology in Climate 21 Project Implementation

CAST Impact Reports on Publications. Impact data for each CAST publication is tracked and reported on at 6, 12, 18, and 24 
months after the paper releases. At two years, the impact report is considered “final” and we no longer continue tracking unless 
there is a special request. Categories that are currently being tracked are: release/rollout, press release, comments received, fol-
low-on activities, direct and indirect paper distribution, articles and web mentions, paper citations, and social media. Recent im-
pact reports can be found at https://www.cast-science.org/impact-reports/. 

Annual Report. The CAST 2021 Annual Report was released in April and can be found at: https://www.cast-science.org/about/
annual-reports/.

Submit an Idea.  If you have a topic/issue of national interest that CAST should address, please forward to me (awitcher@tnstate.
edu). I will propose the topic to the PWG and if selected it may become a future CAST paper.

Thank you for the opportunity to represent NEWSS at CAST.

WSSA activities since the Nov 2022 update were related to the planning and implementation 
of the joint WSSA and NEWSS Annual Meeting in Arlington, VA January 30 through February 
2, 2023. 

The 2024 WSSA Annual Meeting will be held jointly with the Southern Weed Science 
Society in San Antonio, Texas.  The 2025 WSSA Annual Meeting will be held jointly with 
the Canadian Weed Science Society in Vancouver, BC.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Steve Pyle, WSSA Representative

Steve Pyle

WSSA Report
Steve Pyle, WSSA Representative

https://www.cast-science.org/publication/celebrating-50-years-as-the-trusted-source-for-agricultural-science-and-technology/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/the-role-of-agricultural-science-and-technology-in-climate-21-project-implementation/
https://www.cast-science.org/impact-reports/
https://www.cast-science.org/about/annual-reports/
https://www.cast-science.org/about/annual-reports/
mailto:awitcher%40tnstate.edu?subject=
mailto:awitcher%40tnstate.edu?subject=
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Washington Report
Lee Van Wychen

Weed Science Congressional Visits

Weed Science Society Presidents and Science Policy Fellows con-
ducted 15 Congressional meetings on weed science issues during 
the week of November 15, 2022 in Washington DC. They also met 
with the American Soybean Association, CropLife America and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to discuss issues surrounding 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) compliance with the Federal Insec-

ticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). 

The top three issues we focused on during our Congressional vis-
its included:

• Supporting USDA NIFA IR-4 Project funding at $15 million in FY 
2023. There is a phenomenal need for specialty crop protection 
products to help feed the world. The IR-4 Project provides an in-
credible return on investment as it contributes $9.9 billion to the 
annual U.S. GDP and supports more than 123,260 jobs. (Congress 
did support IR-4 at $15 million for FY 2023 in their final Omnibus 
appropriations bill).

Three Presidents and Two Fellows.  Weed Science Society Presidents 
and WSSA Science Policy Fellows stop for a picture in front of the U.S. 
Capitol while going between meetings in the House and Senate Office 
Buildings on November 15, 2022. From left to right: Navdeep Godara, 
Virginia Tech, WSSA Science Policy Fellow; Stanley Culpepper, Universi-
ty of Georgia, WSSA President; Darrin Dodds, Mississippi State University, 
SWSS President; David Simpson, Corteva, NCWSS President; and Taylor 
Randell, University of Georgia, WSSA Science Policy Fellow.

Meeting with the House Agriculture Appropriations Committee 
Chairman, Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-GA) on November 16. 2022 in 
Washington DC. From Left to Right: Taylor Randell (UGA) and Navdeep 
Godara (VA Tech), WSSA Science Policy Fellows; Representative Sanford 
Bishop (D-GA), David Simpson (Corteva), NCWSS President; Stanley Cul-
pepper (UGA), WSSA President, Darrin Dodds (MS State), SWSS President, 
and Lee Van Wychen (WSSA) Executive Director of Science Policy.
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• Supporting the USDA NIFA Crop Protection and Pest Manage-
ment (CPPM) program at $22 million in FY 2023.  This highly ef-
fective applied grant program tackles real world weed, insect, and 
disease problems with applied solutions through the concepts of 
integrated pest management (IPM), while supporting the Region-
al IPM Centers and extension IPM funding. (Congress did provide 
$21 million to CPPM in their final FY 2023 Omnibus appropria-
tions bill, CPPM’s first increase since FY 2017).

• Amend the Plant Protection Act in the 2023 Farm Bill so that 
the definition of a “Plant Pest” includes “noxious weeds”, not just 
“parasitic plants” (7 USC 104, S.7702 (14)). USDA-APHIS Plant 
Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) only spends a small percentage 
of their nearly $400 million plant protection budget on noxious 
weeds. One reason is because the definition of “plant pest” only 
legally includes “parasitic plants”. There are 111 Federal Noxious 

weeds, plus hundreds more prohibited and invasive weeds on 
state lists. However, there are only five genera of parasitic plants 
on the Federal Noxious weed list.

FY 2023 Appropriations Final

The House and Senate passed a FY 2023 Omnibus spending bill 
just before they left town for the holidays. The government had 
been running on a continuing resolution (CR) at FY 2022 levels 
since October 1.  

The table below includes the Omnibus Appropriations for FY 2023, 
as well as the final appropriations for FY 2021 and FY 2022 for vari-
ous Federal programs important to weed and invasive plant research. 
The far-right column is the percentage increase compared to FY 2022. 

Final Final Final Percent
FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 Increase

$ Millions
USDA-ARS $1,492 $1,633 $1,744 6.8%
USDA-NIFA $1,570 $1,637 $1,701 3.9%
AFRI Competitive Grants $435 $445 $455 2.2%
Hatch Act (Exp. stations) $259 $260 $265 1.9%
Smith Lever (Extension) $315 $320 $325 1.6%
IR-4 Program $11.9 $14.5 $15 3.4%
Crop Protection and Pest Management $20 $20 $21 5.0%
SARE: Sustainable Ag Research & Educ. $40 $45 $50 11.1%
Army Corps- Aquatic Plant Control Research $7 $8 $8 0%
CT River hydrilla control and research n/a n/a $6 ∞%
EPA - Great Lakes Restoration Initiative $330 $348 $368 5.7%
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We are very excited that the House and Senate approved $6 mil-
lion for a hydrilla research and control program for the Connecti-
cut River Basin to deal with a new strain of hydrilla that has the 
high potential to spread to the Great Lakes. Other noteworthy 
parts of the FY 2023 Omnibus Appropriations include: 

• A $9.9 billion, or 12 percent increase, for the National Science 
Foundation (NSF). This is largest dollar increase for NSF of all time 
and the largest percentage increase for NSF in more than two de-
cades. NSF’s funding level will support approximately 2,300 addi-
tional research and education grants and 35,000 more scientists, 
technicians, teachers, and students, compared to fiscal year 2022.

• The EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs (OPP) was funded at $140 
million for FY 2023. While this is not as high as we had asked for 
($163 million), this is still the highest funding for EPA OPP since 
2010 and an 8.6 percent increase over FY 2022.

• Finally, the 5th reauthorization of the Pesticide Registration 
Improvement Act (PRIA 5) was included in the FY 2023 Omnibus 
bill, beginning on page 3,980. The National and Regional Weed 
Science Societies joined many other organizations in a letter to 
House and Senate Ag Committee leaders urging them to complete 
the reauthorization before it expired in 2023. First established in 
2004, PRIA put in place pesticide registration service fees paid by 
registrants in exchange for specific time periods for EPA to make 
a regulatory decision on pesticide registrations and tolerance ac-
tions. The goal of PRIA is to create a more predictable and ef-
fective evaluation system that promotes shorter decision review 
periods for reduced-risk pesticides. Link to: PRIA overview and 
history.

Funding for DOT Invasive Plant Elimination Program

The 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law No: 
117-58) created the “Invasive Plant Elimination Program (IPEP)” 

in the Department of Transportation (DOT) for managing weeds 
along rights-of-way and transportation corridors. IPEP is autho-
rized at $50 million per year from FY 2022 to FY 2026, but has not 
been appropriated any funding in the first two years. After some 
discussions and meetings with DOT appropriations committee 
staff, we learned that WSSA was one of the first, and only groups 
asking Congress to support IPEP.  In addition, we’ve heard that 
some state DOT’s have not been as supportive of IPEP because 
the grant program would require them to do extra work. Finally, 
since IPEP is a “brand new” program, a $50 million per year start 
might be too big for Congress to get behind. Thus, we are con-
sidering an ask of $5 million for FY 2024 to get a pilot program 
started at DOT. Please feel free to contact me with your thoughts 
or ideas on how to get IPEP started.

Farm Bill Hearing Spotlights Shrinking Funding for Ag 
Research

The Senate Ag Committee held a hearing on ag research pro-
grams in the Farm Bill on December 6, 2022. The current Farm 
Bill expires on September 30, 2023. The hearing highlighted the 
issue of shrinking public funding for ag research that has de-
clined by a third in the past 20 years, while China has quintu-

Trends in public funding for Agriculture R&D in selected countries 
(adapted from Clancy, Fugile & Heisey, 2016).

https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/12-2-22-PRIA-5-Support-Letter.pdf
https://wssa.net/wp-content/uploads/12-2-22-PRIA-5-Support-Letter.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/pria-fees/pria-overview-and-history
https://www.epa.gov/pria-fees/pria-overview-and-history
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/farm-bill-2023-research-programs
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/farm-bill-2023-research-programs
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pled its investment in public agricultural research since 2000 and 
now invests twice as much as the US.

In addition, Chavonda Jacobs-Young, USDA Undersecretary of 
Agriculture for Research, Education and Economics, said that re-
searchers who work in land-grant universities or in USDA agencies 
often work in buildings and labs in serious need of upgrades. The 
USDA-ARS’s buildings are 47 years old on average. Yet, according 
to USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS), research and devel-
opment in agriculture yields about $20 for every dollar of pub-
lic investment. While research is generally a bipartisan issue in 
Congress, calls to significantly increase investments in agricultur-
al research have largely gone 
unheard. Although the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, passed 
earlier this year, included $40 
billion for agriculture and ru-
ral development, agricultural 
research did not see much of a 
boost from previous years.

FIFRA and Endangered 
Species Act Compliance

The new WSSA Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) Committee, 
chaired by Bill Chism, contin-
ues to work on a symposium 
and workshop at the WSSA 
annual meeting on January 
30, 2023 to determine how 
weed scientists can provide 
useful science-based infor-
mation to regulators for ESA 
compliance to FIFRA ap-
proved herbicides. There are 

approximately 1,700 endangered species of which approxi-
mately 900 are plants, plus another 700 critical habitats. It is 
anticipated that glyphosate and other herbicides will impact 
almost all of those. 

On November 16, the EPA released an Updated ESA Work-
plan that provides more details about how EPA plans to im-
pose various mitigation measures that will be required on 
pesticide labels to meet its ESA obligations when registering 
a pesticide. There are concerns about some of the mitigation 
options such as “buffers to reduce pesticide drift and water 
runoff” or “do not use when rain is expected in the next 48 

hours” -- which raises oth-
er issues such as what or 
how compliance might be 
proven or enforced.

EPA has previously stated 
that by using the current 
ESA compliance approach-
es, they could only theo-
retically complete about 5 
percent of the ESA required 
reviews in about 18 years. 
This means that it would 
take EPA about 360 years 
to complete its ESA com-
pliance review for all pes-
ticides, which is clearly not 
acceptable. 

The Updated EPA Work-
plan released in November 
describes mitigation strat-
egies that are “reasonable 
and prudent alternatives” 

Endangered Species by County. Source: Precious Heritage: The Status of 
Biodiversity in the United States.
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(RPAs) for ESA compliance to help streamline the process and re-
duce the unacceptable timeframe of 360 years. However, these updat-
ed strategies might lead to fears among some stakeholders that in a 
“rush” to complete this work, EPA will make overly conservative label 
restrictions and reduce availability of the pesticide without adequate 
and legally defensible ESA protections. 

The ESA Workplan Update also describes initiatives that, according 
to EPA, will help it and other federal agencies improve approaches to 
mitigation under the ESA and improve the interagency consultation 
process outlined in the ESA Workplan. These initiatives include EPA’s 
work to identify ESA mitigation measures for pilot species, incorpo-
rate early ESA mitigation measures for groups of pesticides (e.g., 
broadleaf herbicides), and develop region-specific ESA mitigations.

The six national and regional weed science societies submitted sub-
stantial comments on EPA’s ESA Workplan Update on February 14. 
These comments discussed the feasibility of the proposed set of in-
terim mitigation measures as well as the proposed revisions to her-
bicide label language that will be required to meet ESA obligations. 
This will continue to be a major topic for the foreseeable future. I 
would especially like to thank Bill Chism, recently retired from EPA, 
for chairing and leading WSSA’s Endangered Species Act committee. 
The comments submitted from all stakeholders for the ESA Workplan 
Update can be found at EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0908.

WRDA 2022 Signed Into Law as Part of National Defense Bill

The Senate passed the 2022 Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) by a vote of 83-11 in early December, well after the House 
passed their version of WRDA last summer. The WRDA bill confer-
ence agreement was attached to the massive $858 billion National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for a ride to the President’s desk 
where he signed it into law on December 23, 2022, despite his oppo-
sition to a military non-vaccination clause in NDAA. 

WDRA has been reauthorized by Congress every two years since 
2014 to fund projects and research carried out by the Army Corps 
of Engineers (ACOE). Overall, WDRA will authorize more than $37 
billion in funds for inland waterways projects. The 2022 WRDA 
language is included under “Division H – Water Resources” in the 
much larger NDAA law (P.L. No. 117-263). 
Under Section 8305, Invasive Species, the following aquatic in-
vasive species provisions were added with WRDA 2022 (in red):

• Amends 33 USC 2263a: Aquatic invasive species research by 
adding hydrilla to the list of priority species: “In general- As part 
of the ongoing activities of the Engineer Research and Development 
Center (ERDC) to address the spread and impacts of aquatic invasive 
species, ACOE shall undertake research on the prevention, manage-
ment, and eradication of aquatic invasive species, including Asian 
carp, elodea, hydrilla, quagga mussels, and zebra mussels.”

• Increases from $50 million to $75 million per year through FY 
2028 for ACOE invasive species partnerships with states and other 
Federal agencies to carry out actions to prevent the introduction 
of, control, or eradicate invasive species that adversely impact 
water quantity, water quality, or ecosystems in the Platte Riv-
er Basin, the Upper Colorado River Basin, the Upper Snake River 
Basin, the Lake Erie Basin, the Ohio River Basin and the Upper 
Missouri River Basin. Priority shall be given to projects that are 
intended to control or eradicate Russian olive (Elaeagnus angus-
tifolia), hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) or saltcedar (Tamarix spp).

• The Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) demonstration program adds 
8 new focus areas to the original 6 focus areas.  The HAB demon-
stration program is authorized for $25 million total until expend-
ed by ACOE to determine the causes of, and implement measures 
to effectively detect, prevent, treat, and eliminate HABs associat-
ed with water resources development projects. The HAB demon-
stration program focus areas now include: 

https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/implementing-epas-workplan-protect-endangered-and-threatened-species-pesticides
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OPP-2022-0908/document
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(1) the Great Lakes;
(2) the tidal and inland waters of the State of New Jersey, including 
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey;
(3) the coastal and tidal waters of the State of Louisiana; 
(4) the waterways of the counties that comprise the Sacramen-
to-San Joaquin Delta, California; 
(5) the Allegheny Reservoir Watershed, New York; 
(6) Lake Okeechobee, Florida; 
(7) the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie Rivers, Florida; 
(8) Lake Sidney Lanier, Georgia; 
(9) Rio Grande River Basin, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas; 
(10) lakes and reservoirs in the State of Ohio; 
(11) the Upper Mississippi River and tributaries; 
(12) Detroit Lake, Oregon; 
(13) Ten Mile Lake, Oregon; and
(14) the coastal waters of the United States Virgin Islands.

• Adds the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, California to federal-
ly authorized water resources development projects. Specifically, 
ACOE shall periodically update the Invasive Species Policy Guid-
ance, developed under section 104 of the River and Harbor Act 
of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610) and the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance 
Prevention and Control Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 4701 et seq.), in ac-
cordance with the most recent National Invasive Species Council 
Management Plan developed pursuant to Executive Order 13112 
to include specific efforts at federally authorized water resources 
development projects located in: 
(1) high-altitude lakes;
(2) the Tennessee and Cumberland River basins; and
(3) the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, California.

EPA Approves Stronger Plans for Certification of Pesticide 
Applicators

The EPA has approved 13 state and federal agency certification 

plans that comply with the improved federal standards to en-
hance worker safety under the 2017 Certification of Pesticide 
Applicators (CPA) rule.

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FI-
FRA) requires authorities to have an EPA-approved plan to cer-
tify applicators of restricted use pesticides (RUPs). To date, 
of the nation’s 68 certification programs, EPA has reviewed 
all proposed modified plans and has approved 8 plans from 
states and territories and 5 from federal agencies, of which 
all are now starting to be implemented.

In 2017, EPA updated the CPA regulations, setting stronger 
standards for people who apply RUPs. Some of the Improve-
ments included: 

• Enhancing applicator competency standards to ensure RUPs 
are used safely
• Establishing a nationwide minimum age for certified applica-
tors and persons working under their direct supervision 
• Protection for noncertified applicators by requiring training 
before they can use RUPs (under the direct supervision of a cer-
tified applicator).

The following approved state and territory certification plans 
meet or exceed the standards mandated in the 2017 CPA rule:
 
• Alaska
• California 
• Nebraska
• New York
• Oregon
• Puerto Rico
• Vermont
• U.S. Virgin Islands

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/04/2016-30332/pesticides-certification-of-pesticide-applicators
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/04/2016-30332/pesticides-certification-of-pesticide-applicators
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In addition, the following federal agency certification plans meet 
or exceed the standards mandated in the 2017 CPA rule:

• USDA APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ)
• USDA Forest Service (USFS)
• U.S. Department of Defense (DOD)
• U.S. Department of Energy (DOE); Bonneville Power Administra-
tion
• U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM)

State, territory and tribal authorities with existing plans can con-
tinue using those plans until November 4, 2023, consistent with 
EPA’s recently issued extension (87 FR 50953, August 19, 2022). 
EPA is working closely with authorities to address challenges in 
revising their plans and will continue to approve plans on a rolling 
basis. After November 4, 2023, only authorities with EPA-approved 
modified certification plans can continue to certify applicators of 
RUPs.

NISAW: February 20-26, 2023

Another successful National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NI-
SAW) was conducted from Feb. 20-26.  Recorder presentations of 
the daily webinar will be available at: https://www.nisaw.org/. The 
WSSA is a Partner Sponsor of NISAW, which is its 24th year of sup-
porting NISAW since its inception. For 2024, groups will be travel-
ing to DC to advocate for invasive species policy and to celebrate 
NISAW 25th Anniversary. The tentative dates will be February 
26 – March 3, 2024.

Lee Van Wychen, Ph.D.                      
Executive Director of Science Policy
National and Regional Weed Science Societies

Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net 
202-746-4686

Meetings of the National and Regional Weed Science 
Societies

Jul. 24 - 27, 2023  Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS), 
Indianapolis, IN www.apms.org

Dec. 11 - 14, 2023 North Central Weed Science Society (NCWSS), 
Minneapolis, MN  www.ncwss.org

Jan. 8 - 11, 2024  Northeastern Weed Science Society (NEWSS), 
Gettysburg, PA  www.newss.org

Jan. 22 - 25, 2024  Southern Weed Science Society (SWSS), San 
Antonio, TX www.swss.ws

Jan. 22 - 25, 2024  Weed Science Society of America (WSSA), San 
Antonio, TX  www.wssa.net

Feb. 26–Mar. 3, 2024, 25th National Invasive Species Awareness 
Week, Washington DC www.nisaw.org

Mar 4 - 7, 2024 Western Society of Weed Science (WSWS), Denver, 
CO www.wsweedscience.org

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMjIuNjcwODIzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZWRlcmFscmVnaXN0ZXIuZ292L2RvY3VtZW50cy8yMDIyLzA4LzE5LzIwMjItMTc4MjMvcGVzdGljaWRlcy1jZXJ0aWZpY2F0aW9uLW9mLXBlc3RpY2lkZS1hcHBsaWNhdG9ycy1mdXJ0aGVyLWV4dGVuc2lvbi10by1leHBpcmF0aW9uLWRhdGUtb2YifQ.1Ftqa-x7cHQ38ikLmwqI37KjqCP3ZdiKkJV04bvanBA/s/593652085/br/148764789286-l
https://www.nisaw.org/
http://www.apms.org
http://www.ncwss.org
http://www.newss.org
http://www.swss.ws
http://www.wssa.net 
http://www.nisaw.org
http://www.wsweedscience.org
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The Northeast Weed Science Society (NEWSS) recently held 
its annual meeting in conjunction with the Weed Science 
Society of America (WSSA) at the Crystal City Marriott in 
Virginia. The event attracted leading researchers, educators, 
and students in the field of weed science, fostering an 
environment of collaboration and knowledge-sharing. The 
meeting featured various sessions, symposiums, and social 
events, showcasing the latest research and developments in 
weed science.

A highlight of the conference was the NEWSS awards 
ceremony, where several outstanding individuals were 
recognized for their significant contributions to the field:

• Shawn Askew received the NEWSS Fellow Award
• Andrew Senesac won the NEWSS Award of Merit

• Lynn Sosnoskie won the NEWSS Outstanding Research Award
• Thierry Besancon won the NEWSS Outstanding Educator Award
• Anna Sophia Westbrook won the NEWSS Robert D. Sweet Outstanding Graduate Student Award - M.S.
• Eric Jones won the NEWSS Robert D. Sweet Outstanding Graduate Student Award - Ph.D.
• Hillary Sandler won the NEWSS M. Garry Schnappinger Service Recognition Award

In addition to these distinguished awardees, the event also recognized student oral and poster award winners April Dobbs 
(NC State), Daewon Koo (VA Tech), Sophie Westbrook (Cornell), and Laurel Wellman (Penn State). The NEWSS also awarded 
three individuals in the recently created writing contest, including Sophie Westbrook (Cornell) and Laurel Pineda-Bermudez 
(Cornell) as the first place winners and Bethany Schulteis for 2nd place.

Northeast Weed Science Society Annual Meeting: A Showcase of 
Excellence and Collaboration

John Kaminski

The 2023 Board
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Details of their awards can be found later in this edition of the NEWSLetter.

The conference also featured a photo contest where Lynn Sosnoskie took first place and Melissa Bravo secured second place.

The NEWSS Board saw members advancing to new positions, with Thierry Besancon elected as the Vice President.
Conference attendees participated in a range of events, including a Graduate Student Event titled “Overcoming Hurdles,” various 
poster sessions, oral sessions, and special symposiums. The general session featured a keynote address by Jake Li, Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Pesticide Programs at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), titled “Protecting Endangered Species from 
Pesticides: Why it Matters to Your Work.”

To encourage networking and camaraderie, the conference hosted a well-attended dessert social that allowed researchers from across 
the country to connect and catch up with each other.

The NEWSS annual meeting proved to be an enriching experience for all participants, offering an invaluable opportunity for collaboration, 
learning, and celebrating the achievements of those in the field of weed science.
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Dr. Shawn Askew
Virginia Tech

NEWSS Fellow Award
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Dr. Shawn Askew
Virginia Tech

• Professor, Turfgrass Extension Specialist, Virginia Tech (2001 to 
present)
• B.S., Agricultural Pest Management, Mississippi State University, 1995
• M.S., Weed Science, Mississippi State University, 1997
• Ph.D., Crop Science, North Carolina State University, 2001
• NEWSS President, 2016-2017
• NEWSS WSSA Representative 
• NEWSS Outstanding Researcher Award, 2008
• NEWSS Outstanding Educator Award, 2016        

From the Nominators:

The thoroughness with which Shawn and his team develop a research 
project is unmatched by his peers in my experience, and it is a major reason 
why Shawn’s students are so successful in their programs at Virginia Tech, 
and then later in their professional careers.

Dr. Askew is a highly effective and engaging speaker in his extension 
program as well.  He can talk to any audience at any level on just about any subject in turfgrass science, not just turfgrass 
weed science. He is one of the most sought after speakers in the mid-Atlantic.

Shawn is a rare combination of a brilliant weed scientist who also understands how to apply research to the end user. Hopefully 
it is clear that Shawn has had a large impact on the NEWSS and turfgrass industry through his research and extension program.  
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Dr. Andrew Senesac
Cornell

NEWSS Award of Merit
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Dr. Andrew Senesac
Cornell

• Extension Educator for Weed Management, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, Long Island, NY (1985-2022)
• B.S., University of Massachusetts, 1977
• M.S., Weed Science, Cornell University, 1979 
• Ph.D., Weed Science, Cornell University, 1985
• NEWSS Secretary/Treasurer
• NEWSS Chair – Ornamentals Section
• NEWSS Fellow, 2009
• NEWSS Outstanding Educator, 2003

From the Nominators:

Over the past 38 years with Cornell Cooperative Extension, Dr. Andy 
Senesac has had a tremendous impact on weed management practices in 
horticultural crops and landscape maintenance throughout North America. 

He is recognized as a national authority on weed management in nursery 
crops, especially herbaceous perennials. 

The Award of Merit is awarded to a someone who has been an active participant in the Northeastern Weed Science Society, 
has served the Society in numerous capacities, and has advanced the discipline of Weed Science in the region. I think you will 
agree with me, that Dr. Andrew Senesac is very deserving of this honor.
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Dr. Lynn Sosnoskie
Cornell University

Outstanding Researcher Award
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Dr. Lynn Sosnoskie
Cornell University

• Assistant Professor, School of Integrative Plant Science Horticulture 
Section, Cornell AgriTech, 2019-present 
• Previously research scientist at the University of Georgia, the University 
of California – Davis, and Washington State University. 
• B.S., Biology, Lebanon Valley College 
• M.S., Plant Pathology, University of Delaware 
• Ph.D., Weed Science, Ohio State 
• NEWSS Nominations Committee Chair, 2021

From the Nominators:

Dr. Sosnoskie is leading an innovative and multifaceted weed science 
research program at Cornell University which has a very high potential for 
deeply transforming weed management practices in specialty crops grown 
in the mid-Atlantic and Northeast. 

Dr. Sosnoskie excels at using observational and manipulative experiments 
to better understand weed ecology in ways that could be used to develop 

or inform management strategies. After less than three years at Cornell, the breadth and depth of her research and extension 
program in the northeast look more like that of a well-established faculty member. 

Lynn is a respected weed scientist among her peers and to her constituents. They value her recommendations and practical 
knowledge and research about problem weed issues in the state and region. Her colleagues around the country, I included, 
respect her, and appreciate discussing various matters with her and sharing ideas about how best to manage weeds. 
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Dr. Thierry Besançon
Rutgers University

Outstanding Educator Award
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Dr. Thierry Besançon
Rutgers University

• Associate Professor, Extension Weed Science Specialist for Specialty 
Crops, 2016-present
• B.S., Plant Sciences, University of Tennessee, 2008
• M.S., Agronomy, ISARA Agro School, Lyon, France, 2000
• Ph.D., Crop Science, North Carolina State University, 2015
• NEWSS Membership Chair, 2016-2020
• NEWSS Outstanding Researcher, 2021

From the Nominators:

Thierry’s work ethic and desire to identify key issues for growers and 
subsequent solutions has led to him becoming one of the rising stars in 
the Northeast region. 

For Thierry, extension is not just a job title, it is a responsibility he cherishes. 
Additionally, he has done an excellent job training students whom he 
advises. I have watched as his students have given excellent presentations 
and subsequently winning student competitions.

Thierry’s teaching extends to undergraduate coursework as well. By teaching the undergraduate course, Introduction to Weed 
Science and Management with Thierry since 2017, I’ve observed Thierry’s passion and talent for teaching undergraduate 
students. Hands-on laboratories, weed walks, and Thierry’s excitement for weed science and the importance of weed 
management in crop protection appeals to students, most of which have no farming background or prior experience with 
weeds. 
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Anna Sophia Westbrook
Cornell University

Robert D. Sweet Outstanding Graduate Student – M.S.
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Anna Sophia Westbrook
Cornell University

• Graduate Student, Soil and Crop Sciences Integrated Plant Science 
MPS, Cornell University, 2020 to present
• B.A., Integrative Biology, Harvard University, 2019
• 2022 NEWSS mini-conference: 2nd Place, Student oral presentation 
• 2023 NEWSS conference: 1st Place, Student writing contest

From the Nominators:

Sophie has made impressive progress on her research setting up multiple 
field and greenhouse experiments and mentoring two undergraduate 
students with related but independent projects. 

Despite these significant accomplishments, what is most remarkable about 
Sophie is her writing skills and ability to quickly assimilate the literature 
on any given weed science and related topic. In all respects, Sophie is 
operating at a highly productive post-doctoral level.

One of the most notable characteristics of Ms. Westbrook is that although 
she is clearly confident, she is also extremely humble. I have seen very productive researchers in the past, but I have never 
come across a person who brings together so many qualities and positive traits like Ms. Westbrook. In addition to astonishing 
capacity, Ms. Westbrook is delightful to have around. She gets along with everyone, has never expressed even a hint of ego, 
and has nothing but the kindest things to say about others. This is a big part of why Ms. Westbrook is so well respected among 
her peers.
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Dr. Eric Jones
North Carolina State University

Robert D. Sweet Outstanding Graduate Student – Ph.D.
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Dr. Eric Jones
North Carolina State University

• Ph.D. (Graduate Research Assistant), Crop Science, North Carolina 
State University, 2022
• A.S., Liberal Arts and Sciences, Des Moines Area Community College, 
2013
• B.S., Agronomy, Iowa State University, 2015
• MS, Crop Production and Physiology, Iowa State University, 2018
• 2022 NEWSS Weeds Contest, 2nd Place team
• 2022 NEWSS Conference, 2nd Place student writing contest 
• 2020 NEWSS Conference, 1st Place poster
• 2019 NEWSS Conference, 1st Place student oral presentation

From the Nominators:

He has a keen eye for detail and a dedicated work ethic to investigate 
questions thoroughly and diligently to their logical conclusion. He has 
been an outstanding student in the classroom, a leader in the program, 
and a valuable collaborator in multiple projects with outside researchers. 

I could go on about his contributions to the discipline, his acumen as a scientist, and his ability to conduct meaningful and 
collaborative research, however the aspect about Eric that makes him most qualified for this award is his nature. He has a deep 
sense of duty to other scientists, students, and most importantly, growers and the public in general. 

Eric has demonstrated maturity, independence, and a solid capacity to conduct weed science and agricultural research. One of 
the aspects that stands out about Eric’s commitment to excellence, is his perseverance to make sure that the data meets the 
highest scientific standards. 



27

Dr. Hilary Sandler
University of Massachusetts

M. Garry Schnappinger Service Recognition Award
Awards of the Northeastern Weed Science Society

Dr. Hilary Sandler
University of Massachusetts

• Director, UMass Cranberry Station; Extension Professor (2004 to 
present)
• B.A., Biology/Environmental Studies, University of Pennsylvania, 1981
• M.S., Plant Science, University of Delaware, 1983
• Ph.D., Plant and Soil Sciences, University of Massachusetts-Amherst, 
2004. 
• NEWSS President, 2010-2011
• NEWSS Editor  
• NEWSS CAST Representative, 2018-2021
• NEWSS Outstanding Education Award, 2019
• NEWSS Fellow, 2017

From the Nominators:

Hilary epitomizes service in everything that she does. Hilary has dedicated 
herself to her university, the field of weed science and especially the 
NEWSS. In short, Hilary dedicated herself to the NEWSS presidential 9-yr 
tenure after serving her previous board commitment as Editor and served 

as Section Chair. 
 
Hilary has a long history of participation within the NEWSS going back to 2002 when she chaired the Weed Biology & Ecology 
session and culminated with her serving as President. She continues to remain very active by coordinating and judging the 
photo contest, and recently served as the NEWSS representative to the WSSA Publications Committee. She has also chaired 
the NEWSS Futures Committee, which takes a look at the direction the society is going and provides guidance and direction. 
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2023 Meeting Awards

Student Poster Contest

First Place:

Weed Risk Assessment of Brassica carinata in the Southeastern U.S.

April Dobbs
North Carolina State University 

Second Place:

Influence of Tall Fescue Canopy Architecture on Weed Emergence

Daewon Koo
Virginia Tech

April Dobbs Daewon Koo
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2023 Meeting Awards

Student Presentation 
Contest

First Place:

Multi-seed Zea Pellets (MSZP) for 
Increasing Agroecosystem Biodiversity

Sophie Westbrook
Cornell University

Second Place:

Weed Potential of Roll-crimped Cereal Rye 
Differs Across Cultural Practices

Laurel Wellman
Penn State

Honorable Mention: 

The Confirmation and Characterization 
of Auxinic Herbicide Resistance in a 
Population of Green Pigweed (Amaranthus 
powelli) from Ontario

Isabelle Aicklen
University of Guelph

Sophie Westbrook

Laurel Wellman
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2023 Meeting Awards

Second Place
Melissa Bravo

Rutgers University

First Place
Lynn Sosnoskie

Cornell University

Photo Contest
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Name Title Email Term Expires

Officers (Executive Committee)

Wes Everman President wesley_everman@ncsu.edu

Erin Hitchner President Elect erin.hitchner@syngenta.com

Thierry Besancon Vice President thierry.besancon@rutgers.edu

Larissa Smith Treasurer larissa.smith@syngenta.com

Jacob Barney Past President jnbarney@vt.edu

Committee Chairs

Matt Elmore Membership Chair  matthew.elmore@rutgers.edu 2025

Vijay Singh Editor

Katie Diehl Graduate Student Rep.

Carolyn Lowry Research & Education

John Wallace Sustaining Membership jmw309@psu.edu 2024

John Kaminski Public Relations kaminski@psu.edu 2024

Steve Pyle WSSA Representative

Committee List
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Committee List Continued

Anthony Witcher CAST Representative

Lee VanWychen Science Policy Director Lee.VanWychen@wssa.net NA

Program Committee for 2023 Meeting

Wes Everman President Elect wes_everman@ncsu.edu

Erin Hitchner Vice President

Eric Jones
Graduate Student Repre-

sentative
eajone22@ncsu.edu

Katie Diehl
Graduate Student Repre-

sentative Elect

Agronomic Crops

Vijay Singh Chair v.singh@vt.edu 2022

Ramon Leon Chair-Elect rleon@ncsu.edu 2023

Turf, Ornamental and Non-Crop

Matt Elmore Chair matthew.elmore@rutgers.edu 2022

David Hillger Chair-Elect david.hillger@corteva.com 2023

Fruit, Vegetable and Tree Crops

Kurt Vollmer Chair kvollmer@umd.edu 2022



33

Committee List Continued

Roger Batts Chair-Elect rbbatts@ncsu.edu 2023

Student Oral Papers

Art Gover Chair, 2nd Past President aeg2@psu.edu

Poster Section

Kate Venner Chair  katelyn.venner@basf.com 2022

Anthony Witcher Chair-Elect

Site Selection Committee for 2024 (2023 Joint with WSSA - Arlington, VA)

Wes Everman President Elect wesley_everman@ncsu.edu 2022

Erin Hitchner Vice-President

Larissa Smith Treasurer larissa.smith@syngenta.com 2025

Awards Committee

Caren Schmidt Chair, Past President caren.schmidt@basf.com

Art Gover 2nd Past President aeg2@psu.edu 2026

Dan Kunkel 3rd Past President DanielK@amvac.com 2025

Carroll Moseley 4th Past President carroll.moseley@syngenta.com 2024
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Randy Prostak 5th Past President rprostak@umext.umass.edu 2023

Nomination Committee

Matt Elmore
Chair, Appointed by Pres-

ident
matthew.elmore@rutgers.edu

Vijay Singh Appointed by President v.singh@vt.edu

Thierry Besançon Nominated from the floor thierry.besancon@rutgers.edu

Art Gover Nominated from the floor aeg2@psu.edu

Shawn Beam Nominated from the floor

Resolutions Committee

Dan Kunkel
Chair, Appointed by Pres-

ident
DanielK@amvac.com

Dwight 
Lingenfelter

Appointed by President DXL18@psu.edu

Randy Prostak Appointed by President rprostak@umext.umass.edu

Committee List Continued
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Committee List Continued

Collegiate Weed Contest Committee

Wes Everman Chair, President Elect wesley_everman@ncsu.edu

Jacob Barney President, Host jnbarney@vt.edu m

Karrie Boucher Host to Be 2022 karrie.boucher@syngenta.com

Francois Tardif Host to Be 2022 ftardif@uoguelph.ca

Caren Schmidt Host in 2018 caren.schmidt@basf.com

Dwight Lingenfelter Host in 2014 DXL18@psu.edu

Eric Jones Graduate Student Rep. eajone22@ncsu.edu

John Wallace Sustaining Membership Chair jmw309@psu.edu

Audit Committee

Larissa Smith Treasurer larissa.smith@syngenta.com

Kurt Vollmer Selected

Erin Hitchner Selected

Archives Committee

Art Gover Chair aeg2@psu.edu
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Caren Schmidt Past President caren.schmidt@basf.com

Photo Award Committee

Hilary Sandler Chair hsandler@umass.edu

Erin Hitchner erin.hitcher@syngenta.com

Art Gover aeg2@psu.edu

Shawn Askew saskew@vt.edu

Rakesh Chandran rschandran@mail.wvu.edu

Thierry Besancon thierry.besancon@rutgers.edu

Student Paper Awards Committee

Art Gover Chair, 2nd Past President aeg2@psu.edu

Caren Schmidt Past President caren.schmidt@basf.com

Dan Kunkel 3rd Past President DanielK@amvac.com

Carroll Moseley 4th Past President carroll.moseley@syngenta.com

Randy Prostak 5th Past President rprostak@umext.umass.edu

Poster Award Committee

Committee List Continued
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Committee List Continued

Anthony Witcher Chair awitcher@tnstate.edu

Kate Venner Volunteer  katelyn.venner@basf.com

Matt Elmore Volunteer matthew.elmore@rutgers.edu

Chris Leon Volunteer chris.leon@fmc.com

Past President’s Committee

Caren Schmidt Chair, Past President caren.schmidt@basf.com

Art Gover 2nd Past President aeg2@psu.edu

Dan Kunkel 3rd Past President DanielK@amvac.com

Endowment Committee

Caren Schmidt Chair, Past President caren.schmidt@basf.com

Art Gover 2nd Past President aeg2@psu.edu

Renee Keese Appointed by President renee.keese@basf.com

Larissa Smith Treasurer larissa.smith@syngenta.com

Matt Elmore Membership Chair matthew.elmore@rutgers.edu

Dan Kunkel 3rd Past President DanielK@amvac.com
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Committee List Continued

Carroll Moseley 4th Past President carroll.moseley@syngenta.com

Randy Prostak 5th Past President rprostak@umext.umass.edu

Rakesh Chandran Volunteer rschandran@mail.wvu.edu

Mark VanGessel Volunteer mjv@udel.edu

Jeff Derr Volunteer jderr@vt.edu

Hilary Sandler Volunteer hsandler@umass.edu

Student Paper Writing Contest - Judging Committee

Art Gover Chair

Sudeep Matthew Volunteer

Toni DiTommaso Volunteer

Dan Kunkel Volunteer

Hilary Sandler Volunteer




